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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Concluding the
Jubilee Year of Mercy
On November 20, Pope Francis concluded the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy with the closing of the Holy Doors of the four main
Basilicas of Rome. The Pope’s intention for a Holy Year of Mercy was to provide a chance for Catholics to “rediscover the core, to return to
what is essential” and to “rediscover the youthful, beautiful face of the Church, the face that is radiant when it is welcoming, free, faithful,
poor in means but rich in love, on mission.”
As a result, it has been a special time for
all of us linked to Catherine McAuley’s
charism. From the day Francis was elected
as our Pope, he has spoken and written
many times about Mercy. In declaring a
Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis said
that this Holy Year is ‘the favourable time
to heal wounds, a time not to be weary
of meeting all those who are waiting to
see and to touch with their hands the
signs of the closeness of God, a time to
offer everyone the way of forgiveness and
reconciliation.’

As a Mercy community, we must rediscover
the true meaning of welcome. The opening
of and passing through the Holy doors of
Mercy invites each and every one of us to
go out personally to encounter the other
and open our hearts to others, especially
those in need.
So in the words of Pope Francis, we should
go forward and open our hearts to those
living on the outermost fringes of society,
fringes which modern society itself creates:
“Let us open our eyes and see the misery
of the world, the wounds of our brothers

Catherine McAuley
knew God as the
Compassionate One
who loved her and
provided for her.
Through the events of
her life, God gradually
shaped Catherine into a
woman overflowing with
compassion. Her whole
personality became
a hospitable place of
welcome for everyone she
encountered.
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Pope Francis called on
the Church, during this
Jubilee Year of Mercy, to
reflect on the corporal and
spiritual works of Mercy.
“Jesus introduced us to
these works of mercy
in his preaching so that
we can know whether
or not we are living as
his disciples. In particular, we must ask
ourselves whether we have fed the hungry
and given drink to the thirsty, welcomed the
stranger and clothed the naked, or spent
time with the sick and those in prison.”
Moreover, Pope Francis suggests that our
Lord will ask us if we have helped others to
escape the doubt that causes them to fall
into despair and which is often a source of
loneliness; if we have helped to overcome
the ignorance in which millions of people
live, especially children in poverty; if we
have been close to the lonely and afflicted;
if we have forgiven those who have
offended us and have rejected all forms of
anger and hate that lead to violence.
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Often I write about wanting our young
Mercy women to be the courageous
leaders the world needs. But courage
comes with knowing how our political
system works. It is important that
they make it a part of their learning to
understand how our government works
in Australia, how our politicians are voted
in and appointed, what each of our
mainstream political parties stand for. They
need to ask questions of their parents and
teachers and become informed about the
issues. They must not leave it to others.
In Australia, we have a democratic right to
vote and we must exercise this
right wisely.
We can reflect on the words
of Hilary Clinton in the speech
she delivered when conceding
defeat:
“I know we have still not
shattered that highest and
hardest glass ceiling, but some
day someone will and hopefully
sooner than we might think right
now,” she said.
“To all the little girls who are
watching this, never doubt that
you are valuable and powerful
and deserving of every chance
and opportunity in the world to
pursue and achieve your own
dreams.”

and sisters who are denied their dignity,
and let us recognize that we are compelled
to heed their cry for help. May we reach out
to them and support them so they can feel
the warmth of our presence, our friendship,
our compassion and Mercy.”
Most recently we have all lived through
the recent USA Presidential campaign
and the election of Donald Trump as the
45th President of the USA. We all lived
through the 18-month election campaign
and witnessed extremely poor examples
of leadership and, more importantly, the
significant inappropriate comments and
poor and offensive treatment of women
and various minority groups across the
USA.

In the last few weeks, the
College has farewelled the
Sisters of Mercy Parramatta Congregation
Leadership Team (Sr Catherine Ryan
Congregation Leader, Vicar Sr Mary Louise
Petro, Sisters Maria Lawton, Margaret
Jones and Catherine Harris).
These five amazing women have led the
Parramatta Sisters of Mercy for the past
six years and handed over to a new team
on December 8 (Foundation Day for the
Congregation). I would like to personally
thank them all for their inspiring leadership
of our community and for their personal
support of me as College Principal. At our
last assembly, Dunya Vasic (Head Girl)
and Emily Dwyer (Assistant Head Girl),
thanked and farewelled the Congregation
Leadership Team and I share with you their
farewell speech:
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During our five years at the College,
through your presence at Morning Teas,
College Assemblies and Masses, major
events and more, you have been a symbol
of our Mercy history – a constant reminder
of the rich community in which we all share.
You have gone above and beyond to
support us, generously sharing the Chapel,
the Convent Gardens and the Catherine
McAuley Rooms for our use, which we
all greatly appreciate. Morning Tea in the
Convent Gardens is definitely something
we all look forward to.

As a Mercy community,
we must rediscover the true
meaning of welcome...

You have also contributed to the
community in so many practical ways,
which have made a difference in the lives of
many. The work you have done at Mamre
House for those who are not as fortunate
as all of us here, through providing skills
and opportunities, is inspiring. Your
continual dedication to the many Mercy
Action programs in Australia and beyond,
has demonstrated to us a practical way of
contributing to social justice and change.
In more recent times, your support of the
Jesuit Refugee Service’s Arrupe Place –
literally our neighbour - we know has laid
the foundations of a support service which
has touched the lives of many in our local
areas.
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and dedication. As Catherine McAuley
said, ‘the poor need our help today, not
tomorrow’ and we see this exemplified
through you.
To us, you are all modern-day Catherine
McAuleys. You have shown us the way to
be women of Mercy action, reflection and
peace to all. As Mercy Girls, we need role
models who can lead us in the Catholic
faith, through service and the embodiment
of our Mercy values, which you have
unfalteringly done. You have shown us
how to expand beyond what we know we
can be, and laid the foundations for us to
reach our ever-growing potential. In these
changing times, it is important for us to
have some constants and your leadership
has been a reminder for us to stay true
to the Gospel and the vision of Catherine
McAuley. You have been our guides on
this Mercy journey and we cannot thank
you enough. 127 years of tradition has
accumulated within you and, as you
begin your transition to the next stages of
your Mercy lives, we hope that Catherine
McAuley may guide you, just as she guided
her own Mercy Sisters. We wish you all the
very best in your future endeavours, and
we look forward to working with the new
Congregation team.”
God bless.
Stephen M Walsh
Principal
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You have been active examples to us of
social justice in the wider community, and
have shown us a pathway which we can
follow to make a change through passion

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

“As everyone here would be well aware,
OLMC is a school centred on the Mercy
charism, which has grown and evolved
over the 127 years of our College history.
Many things have changed over this time,
however there is one constant which we
know will always have a great influence
over us – our wonderful Sisters of Mercy.
There is no doubting the role you have
played in developing our Mercy education.
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OLMC NEWS

OLMC welcomes
new Bishop of Parramatta
On Wednesday November 2, College staff
welcomed the new Bishop of Parramatta
to OLMC. Most Reverend Vincent Long
Van Nguyen OFMConv DD joined staff for a
special Morning Tea in the Convent Garden
then toured the College with Principal
Stephen Walsh – including visiting the yetto-be-opened Ailsa Mackinnon Community
Centre. Bishop Vincent was appointed
as the fourth Bishop of the Diocese of
Parramatta in May this year.

Mercy Day 2016:
Celebrating the Year of Mercy
On Friday September 16, the OLMC
community celebrated our annual,
much loved Mercy Day. It had particular
significance this year, being the
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy.
The day began with Mass in St Patrick’s
Cathedral and this was followed by a host
of fun activities in Pirtek Stadium (this was
the last Mercy Day to be held here before
the rebuilding of the stadium begins in early
2017).

White Ribbon Day at OLMC
Warm Trees, Cool Earth
EcOLMC Campaign
The EcOLMC Group spent their lunch times
knitting scarves to raise awareness through
the “Warm trees, Cool Earth” campaign.
The campaign aimed to highlight the need
to protect our earth by reducing the use
of room heating during winter. By warming
ourselves rather than the rooms, we can
reduce the carbon footprint we leave
behind.
The EcOLMC girls wrapped their handknitted scarves around the trees in the
Francis Kearney playground. Once the
campaign had run its course, the scarves
were donated to Jesuit Refugee Services
for distribution.

The College marked White Ribbon Day
by tying ribbons to the historic front gate
of the College to raise awareness of the
importance of ending violence against
women. There was also fundraising and
awareness raising activities throughout the
day including a special screening of He
Named Me Malala in the evening.

Biggest Ever College
Open Morning Tour
On Monday November 14, the College
hosted a record breaking College Open
Morning Tour - welcoming the most ever
visitors we have hosted in one tour! Visitors
heard from Principal Stephen Walsh,
Sister Mary Louise Petro (newly appointed
Congregation Leader of the Sisters of
Mercy Parramatta) and two Year 7 Mercy
Girls about their experience of their first
year at high school at OLMC in 2016.

As a male principal leading
a girls school, I feel this is an
extremely important issue; I
took an oath on White Ribbon
Day, swearing to stand up
against violence towards all
women and children.
Stephen Walsh, Principal

Celebration of Achievement
Awards Ceremonies
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On Monday December 5, the College
held its Celebration of Achievement
Awards ceremonies. During the day, we
acknowledged the achievements of Years
8, 9 and 10 Mercy Girls while Years 7 and
11 girls and their families filled the hall for
the evening ceremony.
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Bidding Farewell to Staff
We are extremely fortunate at OLMC to
have dedicated and committed teachers
who give so much of their time to work
with Mercy Girls. Farewell and thank you to
the following staff leaving us at the end of
2016: Mrs Isabella Mistry, Mrs Ruth Attard,
Miss Lauren Camilleri, Ms Erinn McMahon,
Mr George Morad, Mrs Susannah Sinclair
and Mrs Michaeli Witney.

Jerseys and Socks for
Good Causes
On Friday September 2, students and staff
marked Jersey Day by wearing the jersey
of their favourite sports team to school.
Jersey Day is a simple concept designed to
raise awareness of The Organ and Tissue
Authority and the DONATE LIFE network.

First STEM Day held at College
On Thursday November 17, the
College held the Year 8 STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
Day. The whole Year Group was challenged
to, in groups, construct a seat made out
of cardboard that could be used in refugee
camps. The girls were assisted by eight
female engineers from Macquarie University
and GHD Engineering. It was a fun day full
of learning challenges which engaged the
girls in a real life problem solving situation.
Coordinator of the day, Felicity Briggs says
that, according to the Office of the Chief
Scientist, it has been estimated that 75%
of the fastest growing occupations require
STEM skills and knowledge: “STEM is
fundamental to every part of our lives, but
there is currently a big achievement gap
between girls and boys in STEM in schools
and women are vastly underrepresented
in STEM jobs and among STEM degree
holders.”

The AMSSA Conference
allowed us to experience a
range of ways in which mercy
is lived out in our world.
It gave us many ideas for
social justice initiatives and
allowed us to make new
friends and connections.
Vasudha Punyane and
Gabrielle Scollard (Year 11)

OLMC hosts Australasian Mercy
Secondary Schools Conference
Two Mercy Girls, along with staff members,
attended the Australasian Mercy Secondary
Schools Association Conference between
September 24 - 28. The event was held
at Mercy venues around Sydney, including
here at the College. There were a number
of interesting activities for participants
throughout the course of the five day
conference which included social justice
themed seminars, Mass, a pilgrimage
day and running a social justice market.
AMSSA aims to further Mercy spirituality
and ethos for secondary education through
sharing expertise and resources and by
providing national and international forums
for Mercy educators.

Ex-student and teacher
selected for GWS Giants
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Catherine McAuley Play
comes to OLMC
On Monday August 29, actors from The
Blue Whale Theatre performed a play about
the life and times of Catherine McAuley
for Years 7 and 8 students in the Edith
Angel Hall. Students were also given the
opportunity to ask questions of ‘Catherine,’
to learn more about her early life and her
dream of reaching out to girls and young
women of Dublin.

Seeing a performance like this
opened our eyes and made
us realise that we cannot wait
for action, we must create it
ourselves, as Catherine did.
Josie Engelman (Year 8)
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Amanda Farrugia, ex-student of the College
and current PDHPE teacher, was this year
recruited in the inaugural AFL Women’s
Draft by the GWS Giants. Amanda was
selected out of more than 140 players in
the draft. Amanda is a wonderful inspiration
to young Mercy women to work hard and
never give up on their dreams

October 20 was Crazy Sock Day. The
day aimed to raise awareness of poverty
and raise funds for the Mobile Tuk-Tuk
education project in Cambodia which
goes out to children in disadvantaged
communities to provide them with an
education.

14/12/2016 5:41 pm

OLMC NEWS

Fundraising for Social Justice

Dr Judith Locke
Presents at OLMC

This semester, the OLMC community raised
more than $12,000 for St Vincent De Paul.
In what has become a great tradition at the
College, Mercy Girls made their way into
the centre of Parramatta to busk and raise
money for Vinnies. The girls performed a
variety of songs and impressed the crowds,
raising a total of $863. On Sunday August
21, a record number of OLMC students,
parents and staff assisted the Winston
Hills St Vincent de Paul collection, raising
$11,888.60. The family of Year 9 Mercy
Girl Brianna Daisey donated $500 worth of
goods to the annual St Vincent de Paul’s
Christmas Hampers for the third year in a
row. The Christmas Hampers collection is a
long standing tradition at the College.
In late November, Mercy Girl Tiana Gebrael
sold ‘Kanefeh’ that she generously baked
with her mother, in order to raise funds for
Mercy Works. Tiana was moved to instigate
this fundraiser by the stories she heard
about hardships faced by people living
in developing countries. Tiana raised an
impressive $1060 for Mercy Works.

OLMC is passionate about working with
parents to achieve the best outcomes for
their daughters. On Tuesday December 6,
the College held an event for parents with
special guest speaker Clinical Psychologist
Judith Locke. Judith spoke about the
latest research and clinical experience and
explored positive and effective strategies
that parents/carers can use to help their
teens become more confident and capable
at school and beyond.

Carols in the Chapel

Encouraging Mercy Scientists
OLMC celebrated National Science Week
with a host of special activities in August.
The quiz in Homerooms on Monday
kicked off the week and the science labs
were abuzz with activities each lunchtime.
Activities included making squishy circuits
using conductive play dough, an open
session of the Robotics club (mbot club)
and a spaghetti and marshmallow building
challenge!
Science Leader of Learning Pascale
Warnant says celebrating Science Week
is important to further raise interest in
Science among students. “We are keen to
promote Science as accessible to all and
to encourage a passion for Science in our
students. Whilst many areas of Science
are still male dominated, we hope that this
can change over the next generation as
our students and other girls take up further
study in health, Science and other areas of
STEM.”

OLMC visited by Director of
Our Lady of Mercy Academy,
New York
The College received a welcome visit from
Mrs Dorry Tompsett who is on the Board of
Directors of Our Lady of Mercy Academy
(OLMA) in Syosset, New York. Mercy
Girls and staff visited OLMA as part of the
2015 study tour of the USA. Mrs Tompsett
was joined by her daughter Emily, who
graduated as a Mercy Girl from OLMA in
2009, and two other Mercy Girls, Kristen
and Grace.
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It was a wonderful opportunity to show the
visitors around an Australian Mercy school.
We will continue to develop strong Mercy
links between OLMC and OLMA, with plans
to visit them again in September 2017 as
part of our next USA tour.
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The much loved Carols in the Chapel event
took place on Wednesday November 30
this year, with students, families and staff
filling the beautiful historic venue for a
special Christmas celebration.

Also during August we welcomed to
the College our Scientists in Schools
partner, Dr Wei Deng. The program is
a CSIRO initiative that involves setting
up partnerships between scientists and
schools. Dr Deng is a research fellow with
the Centre of Excellence for Nanoscale
BioPhotonics (CNBP) at Macquarie
University. She also has a background in
Chemistry. Dr Deng met with our Science
teachers and will continue to talk to our
senior students about her research and be
involved in the College’s STEM Days.

To the College for providing
a wonderful space for the
ladies past, present and
future to grow and learn, I
say thank you. To the ladies
both past and present, as you
spend your days here at the
College, you will be faced with
challenges. I want you to take
a step forward, touch the walls,
touch the ground. You will feel
the thousands of heartbeats
that have gone before you, that
go with you and those that are
yet to come.
Brad O’Grady
– Speech at Father Daughter Mass

Father Daughter Mass
On the morning of Thursday September
8, Mercy Girls and their fathers, uncles
and grandfathers filled the Mother Mary
Clare Dunphy Chapel for the annual Father
Daughter Mass.
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rat Kaur

MERCY CREATORS

Mercy Creators
Make their Mark

Average Addicts by Sim

Mercy Women have been making their creative mark this semester, with students, teachers
and ex-students recognised for their writing and artistic skills through awards and inclusions
in anthologies.
Poetry in Action is a theatre company
dedicated to bringing poetry to life through
performance. They encourage students
Australia-wide to submit their compositions
into a monthly competition and Simrat
Kaur (Year 9) was the August winner! Her
poem was performed and filmed by this
troupe and uploaded online.

year’s Australian Life exhibition. “The photo
is part of my series called Pool Closed. I
started it in 2015 as an ongoing celebration
of silent pools closed for the winter.”
Rebecca also had a photograph selected
by the M2 Gallery for Practice What You
Teach, an exhibition of works by Sydney Art
teachers.

Narratives written by Year 10 students
Shayna Correa and Claudia Connelly
were published in the anthology My First
Lesson, edited by Alice Pung. Claudia’s
story was called ‘Notes on a Bathroom
Door’ and Shayna’s tale was entitled ‘Indian
and Insignificant in Australia.’ The book
was launched at the Melbourne Writers’
Festival.

The work of ex-student and artist Amanda
Parer was featured in this year’s Penrith
River Festival in November. The festival
sees the riverbanks come to life with
illuminated light and interactive art displays,
live music and pop-up restaurants. Amanda
now resides in Tasmania where her work
has been acquired by both public and
private collections. She has been selected
for notable national competitions including
five times for the Blake Prize, as well as for
the Glover Prize in 2008, 2012 and 2013.
Amanda has just completed a new light art
installation called Fantastic Planet which
was commissioned by the Winter Lights
Festival in London.

Jacqueline Nubla (Year 10) and Josie
Wehbe (Year 9) had their short stories
published in the 2016 Write4Fun anthology
of poetry and fiction, Top Secret. Works by
Bianca Cavasinni, Renuga Inpakumar,
Georgia Austin, Tiala Vassallo,
Stephanie Arulthasan, Mariah Caraan,
Vanessa Cheng and Jan Manasen (all
Year 8) were shortlisted for publication in
this same anthology.
Year 8 students Katarina Butler and
Nethra Raman were shortlisted in
the What Matters competition for their
persuasive writing.

Fake Emotions by
Mia Luketich

Ex-student Patricia Lilleyman published a
book about her family history, including her
time at OLMC Parramatta. She visited the
school and kindly donated a signed copy
of the book which is called Kookaburras
Laughing. Patricia attended the College
between 1955 and 1959.

Mercy Girls impressed in this year’s
Pixel Art Prize. The Prize is an annual
photography competition for NSW
students hosted by the Australian Catholic
University. The College had 11 finalists from
Years 9 and 11 Photography and Digital
Media classes: these girls were Angelina
Chahine, Eloise Martine, Georgia Gatti,
Jacinta Maroon, Mia Luketich, Sarah
George, Sarah Rossi, Simrat Kaur,
Sophie Krecu, Teya Elias and Veronica
Marquez. Year 11 student Sarah Rossi
was announced as Runner Up in the ‘Most
Original Photograph’ category. Her work
was entitled Racism and she received a
certificate and gift voucher.

ecca Webb

Epping Pool #1 by Reb

Sarah Rossi, Pixel Art Prize Runner Up
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A photograph from Visual Arts teacher
Rebecca Webb was chosen to be part of
an Art and About Festival exhibition. From
1300 entries, her photo, entitled Epping
Pool #1, was selected as one of the 22
finalists exhibited in Hyde Park for this
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Amanda Parer
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

2016
Student Achievements
At the PDSSSC Futsal Tournament in
September, the OLMC Junior Team won
their Grand Final. The team consisted of
Pene Bonovas, Zoe Panagiatopolous,
Sarsha Yacoub, Rebecca Butler (all
Year 8), Madeline Soyer, Marinelle Juan,
Trinity Tecala, Charli Golds and Annie
Gittany (all Year 7).
Alessia Haberecht (Year 8) was selected
for the Under 15 girls NSW Aboriginal Team
to compete at the National Diversity AFL
Championships in September.
At the NSWCCC Athletics
Championships, Ashleigh Grubba
(Year 7) finished fifth in the 13 years 80m
Hurdles, Abigail Newton (Year 11) finished
fifth in the 17+years Javelin, Summer
Giddings (Year 8) finished second in the
AWD 800m and in the 16 years, Mikayla
Mestousis (Year 11) finished sixth in the
400m, third in Long Jump and 100m and
first in the 200m. Mikayla was also the
NSW CCC 16 years Age Champion.
Jessica Dalton (Year 11) from OLMC
Netball Team 2 was awarded the Cadet 3
Most Valuable Player for the season.

Mercy Girl Isabella Fitzpatrick (Year 11)
competed at the Australian Irish Dancing
Championships and is now the 17 Years
Champion.
In September, the OLMC Cultural Dance
group, the Bollywood Dancers (Year 9
students Priyanka Sangar, Anchal
Sachdeva, Poojha Saianand and Simran
Kumari), was awarded equal third place at
the CGSSSA Dance Competition.
Sara Bonaccorso (Year 9) was awarded
first place in her section for her Junior
Solo performance at the PDSSSC Dance
Competition.
Annabel Ferrari (Year 12) was recently
announced as AFL Sydney’s Round 15
Women’s Rising Star. Annabel plays for
the Macquarie University Warriors in the
Women’s Premier Division.
Sheila Roberto (Year 11) competed at
the Australian Club National European
Handball Championships in June.
She was the youngest competitor and

competed for Sydney University; she
finished in third place.
Six Mercy Girls were awarded Parramatta
Diocese Secondary School Sport Council
Blues Awards – these girls were Kyah
Day (Year 7, PDSSSC 12 Years Swimming
Age Champion), Cailley Culnane (Year 7,
Swimming), Mikayla Mestousis (Year 11,
Athletics), Saskia Brothers (Year 8, Judo),
Savannah Walker (Year 10) and Sheila
Roberto (Year 11, European Handball).
Georgia Hulley (Year 10) was a NSW
All Schools Athletics Championships
Medallist for pole vaulting in October.
At the CGSSSA Aquathon, Mikayla
Mestousis (Year 11) and Jessica Grubba
(Year 11) finished third in the Senior team’s
event, Olivia Towle (Year 7) came third
in the Junior Individual event and Gabby
Mansour (Year 11) won the Senior
Individual event.
Nineteen OLMC Dance students were
selected to perform in FORM Dance
Projects: Sharp Short Dance 2016 at
Riverside Theatres Parramatta in October.
Year 8 Mercy Girl Charlize Galayini
represented Australia in Las Vegas at the
Hip Hop International Competition
as part of a Hip Hop Crew. They placed
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During July, Saskia Brothers (Year
8) competed in two NSW Judo
Competitions. In each competition, she

played across two categories, winning two
Gold Medals in her own division as well as
two Gold Medals in the next division up.
She also competed in the Victorian Open
in August (once again winning another Gold
Medal) and at the Sydney International.
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The OLMC Concert Band won a Silver
Award in the Graham Lloyd Secondary
School Concert Band section of the NSW
Schools Band Festival which was held
in August at UNSW. This is the first time
the Concert Band has participated in the
festival.
The Year 8 Write a Book in A Day team
was awarded first place in the state and
nationally for their story, Kiri. The team,
which included Stephanie Arulthasan,
Marielle Sonido, Ellen Durbridge,
Georgia Kremalas, Sinead Lunn,
Nethra Raman, Lily Tambrchi, Josie
Wehbe, Anja Woerlein and Sarsha
Yacoub, were presented with the Winners
Shield at an event at Westmead Children’s
Hospital.
An HSC major work by Julia Wehbe (Year
12) has been accepted into Texstyle, an
annual exhibition of outstanding Major
Textiles projects selected by BOSTES. Her
project, entitled Winter Wonderland, was
inspired by contemporary designer Zuhair
Murad as well as 1950s Christian Dior
evening wear.
Frances Giglio, Vasudha Punyane and
Claire McKinley (Year 11) participated

in the Pioneering Women in STEMM
program at Macquarie University. The
students were presented with the Executive
Dean’s Award for demonstrating a high
level of passion, aptitude and curiosity
during the program.
Sydney Daelo (Year 11) was NSW State
Finalist in Rostrum Voice of Youth in
June.
Year 7 Mercy Girl Riley Rodewald
reached the State Final of the UN Voice
Competition in November. This is the
furthest stage in this competition that
any Mercy Girl has reached. Sofia Del
Rio (Year 7) was a Semi-Finalist of this
competition.
Eight girls competed at the Australian
Public Speaking and Debating Titles in
Canberra with Year 9 student Lisa Khouri
becoming the Junior Australian Champion
in Interpretive Reading.
Lisa Khouri (Year 9) and Amelia Assaad
(Year 8) won two of the three Junior
sections of the Soroptimist Public
Speaking Competition.
The 2016 Mock Mediation Team were
semi-finalists in the NSW Law Society
Mock Meditation Competition,
continuing the College’s fine tradition of

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

seventh in the world - the highest Australia
has ever placed.

excellence in the competition. The team
included Erika Arana, Sophie Baker,
Anna Brett, Samantha Buttigieg,
Samiksha Chouta, Danielle Georgeos,
Mikaela Khoury, Tatiana Khoury,
Chanel Makdissi, Kate Stariha and
Jasmine-Maree Takchi (all Year 10) and
Gabriella El-Sabbagh, Serena Haddad,
Esther Liu, Antonia Moussa, Larissa
Sioufi and Jasmine Yeo (all Year 9).
Mercy Girl Rebecca Castor (Year 12) was
awarded a Bishop of Parramatta Award
for Student Excellence.
At the regional competition of Tournament
of Minds, which was held at Western
Sydney University during August, the
OLMC Language Literature team was
awarded Tournament Honours for
their perfect score in the Spontaneous
Response Challenge. The team consisted
of Paige Gornall (Year 8), Maeve Barber
(Year 8), Elloise Sfeir (Year 9), Sinead
Lunn (Year 8), Georgia Kremalas (Year
8), Riley Rodewald (Year 7) and Sofia Del
Rio (Year 7).
Simran Hothi (Year 10) received a
perfect score in the NCSS Challenge, a
programming competition run across the
Asia Pacific region by GROK Learning and
the University of Sydney.
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MERCY WOMEN IN FINANCE

High Finance
Mercy Women in Finance
A Mercy education is about empowering girls to thrive in whatever sphere they choose to move. Nothing is impossible for girls is a phrase
that ex-students commonly associate with their time at OLMC. Mercy Girls have indeed gone on to thrive in many industries, including
banking, finance and accounting.
NZ which is the largest business within
J.P. Morgan in Australia. I have been
provided with many opportunities which,
I believe, is primarily due to my leadership
and people management skills which have
developed over the years. I am definitely
still learning. I love the challenges which
come with my role and I love working with
a large and energetic team which supports
the business and a client base which is
evolving and growing.”

Nadia Schiavon
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Nadia Schiavon (HSC 1977) is the
Managing Director, Head of the Custody
& Fund Services, Australia & NZ for J.P.
Morgan. After completing her HSC, she
went on to study an Economics Degree
at Sydney University. She then joined
Chartered Accounting firm, Touche Ross
and completed her professional year in
order to become a qualified Chartered
Accountant.
Her next position was with Citigroup in
their finance area where she held a number
of roles including in statutory reporting,
financial reporting and management
reporting: “I then had the opportunity to
work for the CEO for 12 months which
gave me the chance to work within the
Transaction Services Business, heading
up the Implementation and Service
Delivery Team. The leadership qualities
I demonstrated in my prior roles and
my hard work presented me with this
enormous opportunity. After six years in this
role I became Head of Operations for the
Institutional Bank, a role which expanded
over the years to become the Head of
Operations & Technology for all of Citi. I
also held the position of CFO for Citi during
the Global Financial Crisis. After 23 very
rewarding years with Citi I was approached
by J.P. Morgan in 2011 to take on the role
of Head of Treasury Services Australian
& NZ, having had prior experience of
this business while at Citi. The role later
expanded to be Head of Treasury Services
for Australia & NZ and the ASEAN region.
Twelve months ago I was given the
opportunity to head up the Custody &
Fund Services Business for Australian &
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There is not one particular role or
achievement which stands out to Nadia
as a career highlight; “I have been very
fortunate to have worked for two great
organisations - Citi for 23 years and now
J.P. Morgan. I have worked with really
smart people, had great managers, been
a part of people’s career journeys and
enjoyed travelling the world and meeting
some very interesting people of various
backgrounds, cultures and experience.”
It’s a misconception, says Nadia, that
finance is a career primarily for men:
“We have seen a significant increase in
the number of women in finance. We
are encouraging more women to join
the finance industry. At J.P. Morgan, we
have programs specifically designed to
attract women to the banking and finance
industry. As an industry, we are tracking
progress in an effort to encourage more
women to join and establish a long term
career within the Finance sector. Women
typically bring compassion and humility and
are often more sensitive to others which I
view as attractive attributes and an added
dimension to any leadership role.”
To have a successful career in finance,
Nadia feels it really comes down to being
focused, committed, inquisitive, aware of
what is happening in the market and not
being afraid to ask questions. “I would say
that you also need to enjoy Mathematics
and understand the core concepts. It helps
if you like numbers. Economics was my
favourite subject at school and this led me
to complete an Economics degree.”
For Nadia, the strong discipline which is
very much a part of the OLMC culture
helped her in achieving her goals: “You
need to be disciplined, organised and
structured in order to achieve the right
outcomes in any role. An important factor

which is becoming more prevalent and a
requirement within large organisations is
Culture and Conduct. At J.P. Morgan, an
important part of our culture is “Doing the
Right Thing” – that is being true to yourself,
your peers, colleagues and customers.
How you conduct yourself and lead by
example is an important attribute in any
leadership role. The strong moral values
which are central to OLMC’s culture
assisted me tremendously in appreciating
what is appropriate workplace behaviour
and the core values.”
A strong sense of comradery and
friendships are some of the things that
Nadia treasures from her time at OLMC:
“A Mercy Girl understands the importance
of having core values and a sense of
community.”
For Mercy Girls looking to pursue a career
in finance, she highlights the importance
of researching which area of finance
interests you as this is a very broad sector:
“Complete your university degree and
include Accounting and Finance as core
subjects as Accounting (and Law) are
both considered to be good base skills
for a number of roles. The large Chartered
Accounting firms and financial institutions
who have cadetships or graduate programs
are good entry points and provide training,
mentoring, varied opportunities and career
guidance.

It is important to follow
your dreams, be persistent,
tenacious and focused
in achieving your goals.
It is also important to be
sufficiently flexible to take up
opportunities as they present
themselves. Be positive,
always look forward and be
confident.
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Linda loves being able to use her skills for a
worthwhile cause: “I really admire our staff
and volunteers who work with refugees and
asylum seekers in Australia and those who
work in developing the skills and education
of people in Papua New Guinea and East
Timor. As the Finance Manager of Mercy
Works, I am able to indirectly contribute to
these great works of Mercy. Also, working
for a Mercy organisation allows me to live
the Mercy Charism in a practical way.”

require different skill sets, she feels that
being good at Maths helps. She feels other
important skills to have are interpersonal
and organisational skills but also being able
to communicate in language that everyone
understands.
Her advice to Mercy Girls embarking on
a career in finance is to work hard and
passionately, with integrity and not to
underestimate how important it is to enjoy
your work: “Try and do an internship or part
time work while you are studying. This will
give you invaluable experience and look
great on your CV when you are going for
full-time roles.” Linda feels that the number
of women in finance roles is increasing: “It’s
a great career that can offer flexibility. There
is still a glass ceiling, but that can be said
of many industries.”
Linda looks back very fondly to her school
days: “I loved singing the Alma Mater and
going to school every day with such great
friends. I would urge all Mercy Girls to enjoy
their time at OLMC – it goes so quickly.
Remember to try your best at whatever
you chose to do in life both personally and
professionally and try to be positive. There
are no problems in life, only solutions.”

Linda Sassine
After completing university, Linda
undertook a cadetship with Grant Thornton
Chartered Accountants. After nine years
she was offered a role with Disability
Services Australia. Since then, she has
stayed mainly in the non-profit sector, with
roles with the Children’s Cancer Institute
Australia, Children’s Leukaemia and
Cancer Foundation and now Mercy Works
Limited. She also currently runs a small
tax accounting practise. Linda considers
her greatest achievement to be joining the
OLMC Board in 2004; “It certainly was both
a great honour and privilege to serve my
previous school community.”
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Her advice to Mercy Girls looking for
a career in finance is to get as much
experience as you can from a young
age: “This experience could come from
many channels including working during
university vacation periods or possibly
doing part-time study and part-time work
simultaneously. I think it’s really important
not to specialise too early in any one area,
but to gain an understanding of many
different areas and then determine where
your strengths and interests lie. Another
piece of advice would be to find a mentor
who can give you advice about what to
expect and how to go about achieving your
career goals. It’s also really important to
maintain the relationships that you make
when working.”

Melissa Guest (HSC 1988) is Chief
Financial Officer at Pacific Talent Partners,
a start-up company. “The great thing about
this role is being part of a team which has
been there from the beginning to create a
new and potentially successful business.
I am continuing to learn and develop new
skills.”
Melissa’s career started with a graduate
role in an accounting firm in the audit
division: “I gained some really good skills
in this role, but decided that I would like
to gain experience working for large
multinational companies in finance. My next
roles were in the Management Accounting
area where I gained great experience in the
areas of business accounting and project

Melissa Guest
Melissa feels that the number of women
in finance is increasing: “There is much
debate about this in the media. Many
companies now have mandates to employ
a certain amount of women in their
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You could say it was written in the stars
that Linda would go into finance: her
favourite subjects at school were Maths
and Commerce. While Linda does not
see high aptitude in Maths as essential
to working in the finance industry, as it
encompasses a variety of careers which

“OLMC gave me a well-rounded education
and instilled in me the Mercy Values and
traditions, which have helped me achieve
my career goals. It also made me realise
the importance of giving back. We are all
so lucky to have attended such a great
school so I feel it is my responsibility to
contribute to society. It has also given me
a great network of friends who have been
a great support to me both personally and
professionally.”

evaluation. The companies that I worked
for over the next 10 years included Unilever
Australia, Orica Explosives and Kimberly
Clark Australia.” Melissa left the workforce
for a number of years to have three
children and upon returning, she found
it very difficult to gain entry to the kind of
roles she had previously been doing. As a
result, she made the decision to return to
the workforce on a part-time flexible basis
and found work available in the financial
accounting area for a small business.
“These roles provided me with the
experience and opportunity to get involved
in what I am doing now.” The broad range
of experiences that led to her being in a
position to take on a role with a start-up is
what Melissa considers to be her greatest
career achievement.

MERCY WOMEN IN FINANCE

Linda Sassine (nee Wehbe, HSC 1988)
has come the full Mercy circle since
leaving OLMC. She is currently the Finance
Manager at Mercy Works Limited (a not-forprofit run by the Sisters of Mercy). Indeed,
not very many people can claim that they
work for their Acting School Principal (Sister
Ailsa Mackinnon)!
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MERCY WOMEN IN FINANCE

Mercy Women in Finance continued...
workforce. The biggest barriers to entry
that I see for women is the ever increasing
costs of childcare.”
Melissa’s favourite subjects at school
were Visual Arts and Textiles & Design and
in fact, those classes were some of her
fondest memories of her time at OLMC:
“I think being good at Mathematics is
essential in finance but it’s a common
misconception that finance people are
boring and nerdy. Finance can cover such a
broad range of areas and doesn’t just have
to be about numbers. I have met many
finance people who have other interests. I
have other interests including Art which has
carried on from school.”
Indeed, her time at OLMC had a lasting
effect on her: “OLMC helped me achieve
my goals by developing in me a strong
work ethic and a desire to be successful.
These, along with other skills such as
attention to detail, communication skills,
teamwork, Maths skills and the ability to
deal with many different disciplines, have all
been vital in my career.”
To Melissa, a Mercy Girl is unique because
they have friendships that last a lifetime:
“I have been lucky enough to still be in
contact with a close group of friends from
my OLMC years.”

Jessica Bucca
Jessica Bucca (HSC 2013), after
commencing a university course in Human
Resources, soon realised her strengths
were with solving mathematical problems
and analysing numerical figures to evaluate
potential business opportunities: “I could
also see a high demand for professionals in
the finance/accounting industry so I moved
into that area.”
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Jessica completed an internship at
Deloitte, in the Assurance and Advisory
team. “The thing I enjoyed most was
constantly travelling to different parts of
Sydney to meet with multiple clients. A lot
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of people expect the finance/accounting
industry to be dull. However, sitting in
an office and crunching numbers is only
40% of the work. I was expected to
travel to multiple clients and establish
professional relationships with their CFOs.
Thus, developing soft skills is crucial, as
accountants need to be able to interact
and adapt to their clients’ individual needs.”
Mercy Girls, to Jessica, are unique because
they always exceed expectations and
challenge the status quo: “The biggest
influence OLMC has had on my career was
giving me confidence in myself. I was lucky
enough to be educated in an all girls school
where every student was encouraged to
chase after their aspirations, no matter
how big they were. At OLMC, we were
encouraged to pursue any career, from
sport to finance, and achieve anything we
put our minds to.”
In terms of working in a male dominated
industry, Jessica feels OLMC made her
realise that she should have zero tolerance
for discrimination: “I promised myself that
I would not settle for any workplace where
I was not treated as an equal and I was
lucky enough to find an institution where
they do not accept discrimination. This has
made a big difference in my career and
allows me to enjoy my work much more.”
Angela McHale (HSC 2009) is a
Liquidity Analyst in Group Treasury at
the Commonwealth Bank of Australia.
She considers landing her current role
to be her greatest career achievement
so far: “Previously, I was in a finance
role supporting treasury, so to move into
the business side of things has been an
exciting and challenging step for me. It is
one that will definitely open doors to further
career progression and the possibility
of working internationally in CBA offices
overseas. The best part of my role is that
I get to see the bank with an holistic view
and I am able to provide valuable insights
to the different divisions and functions of
the bank.”
It was at the College that Angela developed
her passion for finance, through her
favourite subjects which were Economics
and Business Studies. She has fond
memories of her time at OLMC: “Mercy
Day would definitely be my fondest
memory. It was a day we all looked
forward to. At OLMC you are a part of
such an enthusiastic and whole-hearted
community.”

Angela McHale

OLMC really prepared me for
the outside world, whether it
be from an academic stance
or the strong sense of the
culture of being a Mercy Girl.
Both of these aspects
assisted me in achieving my
goals in terms of completing
further study and being able
to contribute to a strong work
culture, which I think is very
important in the workplace.

Angela has been with CBA for almost six
years: “My first role with the bank was in
business and private banking where I was
an associate to business bankers, helping
those looking to start up a new business or
managing their current business portfolio.
I worked part time in the role for two
years and it gave me great insights and
experience (along with my degree) to move
into my first full-time role in our institutional
banking and markets team. Here I worked
in the Structured Asset Finance team as
an Analyst. I was in this team for two years
and worked on financing for assets such
as planes, trains and shipping, which was
quite an interesting space.
From here I moved across to another
finance team that supported Group
Treasury. In this team, I worked on the
Bank’s securitisation deals, which are
Structured Deals that involve securing
bonds with mortgages and onselling these
to investors. This role brought me to my
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Angela thinks there has never been a more
exciting time to be a woman working in
finance: “There are so many programs and
support groups that encourage women
in finance. I am a part of a women’s
mentoring program that aims to support
women working in finance. Companies like
CBA are striving to obtain greater female
leaders within their organisation, so this
really does open the doors for opportunities
for women in this space.”

Jo Reid (HSC 1988) is a Senior Product
Manager – Home Ownership Strategy
and Sales Force Effectiveness at Westpac
Banking Group. “I work closely with our
sales channels and customers to improve
how home loans are understood, bought
and updated as our financial needs change
through life.”
Jo enjoys working for Westpac: “The
company has a community focus and is an
advocate of flexible working which is great
when balancing a busy life with full time
work and young children. It encourages
employees in their social passions; I am
involved in an Indigenous support group
and the Smith Family, providing mentoring
for youth at risk.”

Being a Maths whiz is not a prerequisite,
according to Angela, for a career in
finance: “I have graduated with a degree
in Economics and Finance and will be
graduating with my Masters of Applied
Finance early next year, and my worst
performing subject in my HSC was Maths.
Understanding the concepts of Maths
at school is important, but you do not
necessarily need to be a high performing
Maths student to have a finance career.”
Strong communication skills, good allround IT skills (especially excel), and an
analytical approach to problem solving are
key skills that Angela feels are important
in finance: “Also, I think it’s important to
be motivated and ambitious, inquisitive,
unafraid to ask questions and also to have
the confidence to call out certain things
that you think do not look right. These
attributes go a long way.”
In terms of advice for Mercy Girls pursuing
a career in finance, Angela recommends
getting a part-time role in the field: “I was
lucky enough to have a part-time job
working three days a week as an associate
in Business Banking at CBA while I was
studying full time at University.
It’s also a misconception to assume
Finance is limited to accounting based
roles. Finance is a really broad area and
can include anything from risk related roles
to client or asset management, sales and
client facing roles, or portfolio management
– just to name a few. Fundamentally, no
matter what industry or role you want to
pursue, make the most of all opportunities
that head your way and never be afraid
to reach out to people for advice and
guidance.”

on the way to achieving this goal). There
are no barriers for women to succeed in
finance. Gail Kelly has proven that you can
be a mother of four, Company CEO and
an incredibly passionate and inspirational
leader.”
Jo says the College had a lasting impact
on her: “My school days were a very happy
time and I am still close with many of my
school friends nearly 30 years on. My motto
is to say yes to every opportunity presented
to you and this stems from my school days.
OLMC provided many opportunities from
developing in the sporting arena to public
speaking and debating, with excellent
teachers to guide our passions and
learning.”

MERCY WOMEN IN FINANCE

current role within Treasury in the Liquidity
Management Team. I am in the funding
and liquidity analytics team which provides
valuable insights to the wider group to
make decisions on the bank’s funding and
cash position.”

Some of Jo’s fondest memories of her time
at OLMC are dancing for the Pope as a
“Pope-et,” the sports carnivals, debuts,
formals and singing the Alma Mater and
Sub Tuum at the top of her voice: “Great
friendships and support groups were
formed which have continued over the
years.”

Jo Reid
Jo’s path to her current role is a somewhat
self-professed ‘funny journey.’ “I was
always going to be a Veterinarian. I had
always chosen science subjects but,
when I was studying Science at Sydney
University, something just did not feel right.
With the support of my parents, I decided
to have a year off and joined Westpac as
a teller to earn some money. I was then
chosen to be sponsored to complete a
Commerce degree and my finance career
started: that was 26 years ago and I’ve
never looked back!
Finance is a people business, according
to Jo: “You need to love people and enjoy
helping them achieve their career and
financial goals. The biggest misconception
is that Finance is boring. You have the
ability to help people achieve their dream
of a new home or save for their first car.
I’m always helping people and always
learning.”
Jo feels there is a great a focus on
workplace diversity in the finance industry.
“Westpac has embraced this diversity and
has an aim of 50% women in its Senior
Leadership Team by 2017 (we are well

Mercy Girls not only learn but
also grow through the many
opportunities presented –
from sport, public speaking
and debating to drama,
personal development and
leadership opportunities.
The sky is the limit for
Mercy Girls.

To Mercy Girls considering a career in
finance Jo says: “Go for it! First and
foremost have confidence in yourself and
your ability to listen and learn on the job.
Finance is a fabulous career which can
incorporate so many areas of interest. If you
find a good company, they will support your
learning and provide access and, in some
cases, funding for courses and degrees.
Never doubt your capacity to learn and
grow. Often others see your strengths
before you admit them to yourself. Anyone
who is an expert in their field always had a
moment when they did it for the first time.
Say yes to every opportunity.”
OLMsCene | 13
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NONI BALL BLACKBOX THEATRE

Naming and blessing the
Noni Ball Blackbox Theatre
On Friday November 18, the College officially
named and blessed the Drama Room as the
Noni Ball Blackbox Theatre.
Sister Noni Ball and other Sisters of Mercy
joined ex-students and current College
staff in the Brigid Shelley Playground for
a special twilight reception before the
official ceremony commenced. A number
of speeches were delivered before Sister
Catherine Ryan, Congregation Leader of
the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta, officially
named the theatre and the Most Rev
Kevin Manning DD, Bishop Emeritus of
Parramatta, gave his official blessing.
This Noni Ball Blackbox Theatre is the
oldest room at the College and the only
surviving section of the original school
building from the late 1800s. For 30 years
it has served as a home and theatre for
OLMC’s Drama Department.
As the oldest surviving space at OLMC,
the room is very significant to the College’s
127 year history. It is the first place on the
premises that was intentionally erected for
the purpose of education: although the
Callan Sisters had been teaching on the
site for a decade prior to its construction in
1899, they taught in pre-existing buildings
which had been originally built for other
purposes.

The room was converted to a Library for
seven years in the 1960s and in that time,
dances and Deportment Classes were still
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In these early days, the room was
very much a one-room schoolhouse,
with several Year Groups being taught
simultaneously by more than one Sister.
There were no partitions, so it was possible
for students to eavesdrop on the lesson
being taught next to them. It was not until
1914 that the College was able to build a
much larger structure next door with more
conventional classrooms.

Sister Noni was passionate
about using theatre to give
people a voice and to promote
empathy and confidence;
this passion continues to
thrive in the College’s Drama
Department.

For the next 70 years, the Noni Ball Black
Box Theatre was used as a general
purpose space. The essentially empty
room was perfect for a wide range of
activities. Ex-students recall everything
from Deportment Classes, dances and
Year Assemblies to gymnastic work and art
exhibitions taking place in the room. It was
a particularly special room for the boarders
because, from 1929 onwards, the Sisters
would use it to show weekly evening
movies. A photo in a boarding student’s
scrapbook from the early 1960’s reveals
that girls sometimes used it for a midnight
feast!
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NONI BALL BLACKBOX THEATRE

held in the space. Bookshelves lined the
walls but there was a large open space in
the middle and a small stage at one end
of the room. A purpose-built space, the
Catherine McAuley Library, was then built
in 1970.
A major change occurred in the mid
1980s when Drama emerged as a new
subject. The College’s first Drama teacher,
Jane Coburn, had her eye on the room
as a perfect place for performances and
workshops and Sister Janet Woods
(Principal) had the foresight to recognise
the importance of Drama in a well-rounded
curriculum. As a result, OLMC Parramatta
offered Drama as a subject substantially
earlier than most schools.
In the intervening years, the room has been
gradually transformed into a specialist
space with black walls, stage curtains, a
lighting grid and a fully-equipped lighting
box. With over a hundred performance
evenings over the last decade alone, it has
become a theatre as well as a classroom;

its naming as a theatre in 2016 is therefore
very fitting.
Sister Noni Ball had a very special
association with the room: she ran adult
evening acting classes at the College
through the 1980s and 1990s, using the
room for performance work with these
groups. In the first decade of this century,
she directed yearly productions in the room
with the Mercedes Players theatre group.
Sister Noni was passionate about using
theatre to give people a voice and to
promote empathy and confidence; this
passion continues to thrive in the College’s
Drama Department.
In many ways, the Noni Ball Blackbox
Theatre represents an unbroken line of
educational thought that is firmly based
upon Catherine McAuley’s intention to
empower young women; the work of the
pioneering Sisters reflected this intention
and this continues to be core to teaching
and learning at OLMC today.
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MERCY TREE

Mercy Tree to Support
Indigenous Student Outcomes
A new project of Mercy Works called Mercy Access is the 2016/2017 OLMC Mercy Tree campaign beneficiary. Mercy Works is an
organisation which supports long term development projects, working with some of the most challenged people in Australia and the SouthEast Asia Pacific region to improve health, enhance social well-being and expand educational opportunities.
The Mercy Access project aims to enable
Indigenous primary school students living
in rural Australia to reach their potential.
It will launch at the end of 2016 in the
Sandhurst Diocese in Victoria and will see
trained volunteers (mostly retired teachers)
enter Catholic School classrooms to work
with specifically selected students for three
hours per week for the entire school year.
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon, Executive Director
of Mercy Works, says the program
endeavours to help “Close the Gap” and
increase school completion rates for
Indigenous students: “It will provide support
to help improve literacy and numeracy
levels which can lead to better employment
prospects and, in turn, stable families with
fewer problems and an enhanced ability to
sustain the Indigenous culture.”

Only 56% of Indigenous
children aged 3-5 attend
pre-school compared to 65%
of non-Indigenous children of
the same age.
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Only 39% of Indigenous
school children stay on to Year
12 at high school compared to
75% of the general population.

Fifty years ago, Aboriginal people lived on
the river banks in the region of Shepparton
or were largely unnoticed in the townships.
Many lived at Cummerajunga in the Barmah
Forest area on the Murray River. They were
considered to have little prospects. Today,
many families have been well-educated
and have gone on to find employment in
Shepparton and other towns. Nonetheless,
some families struggle with unemployment,
drug addiction, alcohol and domestic
violence. A clear theme that emerged from
discussions between the Sisters of Mercy
and local families was the idea of “wanting
the best education for my child.”
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Principal Stephen Walsh says this is such
an important and worthy cause to support:
“The passionate educators at OLMC know
the value of education. We firmly believe
education has the power to transform lives
and destinies. Together as a nation, we
need to do more to close the gap between
Indigenous Australians and non-Indigenous
Australians, particularly in the areas of
education and health. By supporting this
new targeted education program, our
community has the chance to live out our
Mercy commitment to social justice by
making a difference in the lives of many
Indigenous children.”
Funds raised from the annual Mercy Tree
campaign and the Christmas 2016 Gift
Certificates will go towards Mercy Access.
The Mercy Tree is a social justice initiative
of OLMC based on a symbolic tree which
was planted and blessed in early 2012. The
tree, which sits in the College courtyard,
symbolises the growth in commitment to
Mercy Values in the students at OLMC and
our broader community and also acts as a
focus for fundraising for Mercy Works.
The 2015/2016 Mercy Tree cause,
nominated by Mercy Girls, was Jesuit
Social Services, a social change
organisation with a vision of building a
just society by working with those most in
need to make a real, sustainable difference.
The organisation was chosen by Year
10 Mercy Girls Andrea Fok, Olivia Murillo
and Jasmine Bautista. Through a range
of programs, Jesuit Social Services helps
people through difficult periods of their life
and focuses on engaging them to reach
their potential. $7,000 was donated to
Jesuit Social Services.
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2016 at the Mercy Music and
Performance Academy Parramatta
The Mercy Music and Performance Academy Parramatta has had another busy year of
workshops, performances, tuition and much more.
Paul Witney is the College’s Director of
Music Performance. For him, one of the
year’s many highlights was the 3-Day
Orchestral Experience which was held
in July: “This marked the Academy’s first
event undertaken in partnership with
Riverside Theatres and Sydney Symphony
Orchestra. Students ranging from age 9 to
18 were treated to a pop-up music camp
with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra
Fellows. Over 60 young musicians were
given a fantastic opportunity to develop
their musical technique and performance
etiquette through rehearsals and
masterclasses, mentored by the SSO
Fellows. The final performance proved
to be a great success, with work by
composers such as Gustav Holst, Sergei
Prokofiev and John Williams performed.
The conductor for the workshop was the
Sydney Symphony Orchestra’s Assistant
conductor Toby Thatcher.”

established by the Sisters of Mercy
at OLMC, the Academy mirrors the
College’s Christ-centred approach and
commitment to the Mercy Values, with a
particular emphasis on excellence. Through
targeted programs and opportunities,
the Academy aims to foster and grow a
creative community of inspired educators
and passionate, talented performers. The
Academy offers private music lessons,
opportunities to play in ensembles,
weekend and holiday workshops,
masterclasses, preparation for AMEB
exams and group music classes.

MERCY MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE ACADEMY PARRAMATTA

Thank you for the music

In the July and September holidays, the
Christina Creede Music Centre (which
is home to the Academy) was anything
but quiet with multiple music workshops
happening. It was a hive of activity with
students from OLMC and other schools
from Year 3 to Year 12 joining workshops
to discover and improve their music skills,
such as singing, percussion and more.
Throughout term time, there has been
an increase in the number of students
undertaking after-school lessons, which run
from 3:15 to 6pm all weekday afternoons.
The highly successful 2-Day String
Workshop was particularly memorable
for Paul Witney: “It was so fulfilling to see
students work so hard to develop their
skills and benefit from the expertise of exstudent mentors.”
Mr Witney says the Academy is a great
avenue to promote and facilitate music
education which is so important: “The
research continually indicates that music
education contributes to the emotional,
physical, social and cognitive development
of students. Music helps to improve
concentration, memory and also the ability
to express feelings – it clearly seems to
have a flow-on effect to other areas of the
curriculum.”
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The Big Sing: 1-Day Vocal Workshop

Thursday April 20, 9am-3pm

1-Day String Workshop

Friday April 21, 9:30am-3:30pm

The Big Bash: 1-Day Percussion Workshop

Friday April 21, 9am-3pm

1-Day Woodwind Workshop

Friday July 14, 9:30am-3:30pm

1-Day String Workshop

Monday September 25, 9:30am-3:30pm

3 - Day Holiday Workshop Orchestral Experience

Wednesday September 27 –
Friday September 29, 10am-3:30pm

The Big Sing: 1-Day Vocal Workshop

Thursday October 5, 9am-3pm

The Big Bash: 1-Day Percussion Workshop

Friday October 6, 9am-3pm
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The Mercy Music and Performance
Academy cultivates and nurtures the
creative talents of young performers.
Building on the strong musical tradition

Calendar 2017
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PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

Abbalanche
P&F Gala Dinner
On Saturday August 27, the OLMC Parents
& Friends Association held their major
social event for 2016 – a Gala Dinner and
show at the Novotel Hotel Parramatta.
A ballroom packed full of parents, friends
and staff enjoyed a sumptuous three
course meal and entertainment from the
ABBA tribute band ABBALANCHE at
this special event. It was wonderful to
see so many families and friends of the
College come together to celebrate as a
community. The fantastic performance
by the band was enhanced by the many
‘dancing queens (and kings)’ on the dance
floor throughout the evening.
The event raised $5000 for Mercy Works,
which is a charitable arm of the Sisters of
Mercy.
Kathy McGiffen, President of the OLMC
P&F, says there are many people to thank
for this evening: “I would like to extend
my sincere thanks to the local business
community who provided a range of
generous prizes for the Silent Auction, and
to the guests who attended the evening.
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The event would not have been possible
without the hard work and dedication of
the P&F team who worked tirelessly in
the months preceding. Special thanks
to Mr Mag Hosny; as chief organiser of
the event, he dedicated countless hours
to planning and management, and his
expertise and negotiating skills made the
evening a resounding success. Thanks also
to Principal Stephen Walsh and the College
for joining the P&F in hosting the event.”
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OLMC ALUMNAE

The OLMC Parramatta Alumnae Association

A Brief History

OLMC’s Alumnae tradition began in 1922 when Dorrie Murphy
convinced Mother Francis to support the founding of the Ex-students’
Association. During its long history, many women have dedicated
themselves to ensuring the Association operated to maintain school
friendships.
Functions were held which drew ex-student attendance from a variety
of years and decades, enabling opportunities to socialise, reminisce
and celebrate the achievements of ex-students.
In 2002, the Trustees of the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta incorporated
the College and appointed a Board of Directors. Then, in 2004, the
tradition of the Ex-students’ Association was formally extended with
the establishment of the OLMC Parramatta Alumnae Association.
The Association Committee focuses on improving the communication
network within the ex-student community and building relationships
and involvement with the current College community. Past activities
have included History Mornings for Year 9 students with former
students of the 1930s and 1940s. More recently, a mentoring
program is being established so that young ex-students can enjoy the
support and experiences of other “Mercy Women”.
Making links across the ages continues as a vital component of the
Alumnae. Committee members, recipients of the Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award and various ex-students give support to College
initiatives by sharing wisdom and heritage between the generations of
women who have attended OLMC Parramatta.
In 2015, a new committee position was established entitled Archives
Liaison. The holder of this role provides a central point of contact for
research into the history of students who have attended OLMC and
assistance in contacting past classmates and alumnae friends.

Alumnae Events in 2017
2016 Alumnae Catherine McAuley Award
The Alumnae Committee has considered nominations for the recipient of the
2016 Award. The presentation of the 2016 Alumnae Catherine McAuley Award
will take place at a School Assembly on Tuesday March 14, 2017.
Do you know a wonderful woman whose good works fly under the radar?
For the 2017 Catherine McAuley Award, we seek nominations of women who
make a difference to those whose lives they touch – at home, in the local
community, or in their chosen profession. More than likely, her impact may
have been unacknowledged so far. Please spend some time considering
which wonderful ex-student you could nominate as an example of the spirit of
Catherine McAuley.
Details of the nomination procedure will be in the 2017 Semester 1 edition of
OLMsCene. Please refer to the College website for previous winners and to
read the speech of the 2016 recipient, Anne O’Brien (nee Collignon 1972).

Alumnae Reunion Day 2017 - Sunday September 17, 2017
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You can stay connected and informed of upcoming
events and activities easily by:
• Adding/updating your email address to the database
• Liking and Following OLMC Parramatta on Facebook
and Twitter
• Checking the OLMC website www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
How is this done?
1. Go to www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
2. Click on Quicklinks and select ‘Alumnae’
3. Complete the Alumnae Application Form online OR
download (PDF), scan and email the completed form to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au.
No computer access?
1. Phone College Reception on 9683 3300
2. Ask for an Alumnae Application Form to be mailed to you
3. Post your completed form to the College
You can grow the Alumnae Association by:
1. Encouraging school friends to register with the Alumnae
database
2. Encouraging school friends to Follow and Like OLMC
Parramatta on Facebook and Twitter
3. Email news of ex-student achievements and life
milestones as they occur to alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au
Use ‘Attn: Alumnae Assoc’ in the subject line.
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Save the Date

Join your Alumnae Association
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OLMC ALUMNAE

Reunion Day
Photo Board
 The Class of 1956: This year Sister Janet Woods joined

nineteen of her classmates to celebrate 60 years since graduation.
The camaraderie and joy of reunion amongst the group was
a highlight of the event. Early to arrive and the last to leave,
this group of women thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to be
reacquainted and to reminisce about their days at OLMC.

 The Class of 1976 was represented by 18 enthusiastic

ex-students with one member travelling from the USA to attend.

 The newly elected Student Leadership Team for 2017 provided
hostess support and school tours for the gathered Alumnae. Here a
group of enthusiastic Leaders pose with the College Canteen staff
and highlight the gifts of joy and hospitality that the girls share with the
Alumnae on Reunion Day.

 College Principal Stephen Walsh with Margaret Tavener,

Cathryn Gardiner (Wright) and Alison King (Megarrity) from
the Class of 1978. At the AGM, Stephen reported on the
near completion of the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre
and public art installation on the corner of Victoria Road and
O’Connell Street and also the recent purchase of the historic
Roseneath Cottage.

 In keeping with OLMC tradition, current and past students linked arms and filled the

Edith Angel Hall with laughter, movement and song for a spirited rendition of the Alma Mater.
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 For Wanda Potoki-Woolfe, 2016
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marked the fiftieth OLMC Reunion Day
she has attended. Since graduating
in 1964, Wanda has attended
almost every reunion. Her career and
community life demonstrate a strong
connection with the values learnt during
her years of education in the Mercy
tradition.
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Jan Rava (Smith, 1953) was from Moorong
near Wagga Wagga. Jan remembers Mother
Gonzaga standing on the top balcony addressing
the assembly of girls. She notes that she always
spoke articulately and quietly with a beautifully
modulated voice.

 Drama Leader of Learning, Mr Travers, joined the Class of 1964 to

Sue Carroll (Hile, 1953) was known at school as
Mary Sue. Her family members attended OLMC
from 1920. Sue started in 1944 and was the first
of a third generation to attend OLMC.

 Sister Barbara

Rosanne Poole (1964) came to OLMC from
a public school in 1960. She won the Graham
Burrows medal for Physical Education in 1961.

capture memories and recollections about the learning space that is now
the Noni Ball Blackbox Theatre during their time at the College.

McDonough with committee
members Deretta Andrews
(Fussell, 1969) and Grace
Thomson (Blaut, 1977).

OLMC ALUMNAE

Reminiscing on Reunion Day:
Mercy Girls Remember

Marie Baraniecka (Hulbert, 1964) arrived in
Australia in 1949 with her family. Her father bought
a block of land in Parramatta. Vera, Maria’s sister,
was enrolled at OLMC in 1953. Maria began in
2nd grade 1954. Prior to this, she attended school
in South Granville where she was often caned for
not writing with her right hand. This caused much
distress on her part. However, when her father
enrolled her at OLMC, Maria was elated to be able
to write with her left hand. The kindness of the
Sisters about this matter was memorable!
 Sister Ailsa Mackinnon and
Robyn Clarke (Lee, 1983).

Denise Playoust (Kilgannon, 1953) remembers
the candles being exquisite on a Sunday during
Benediction.
Sister Janet Wood (1953) was a very shy girl
who started in Year 6 in 1951. She was Principal
of the College from 1978-1983. She particularly
loved tennis lessons with Vic Edwards (who
shaped Evonne Goolagong Cawley’s career).

 Sister Kathleen
and Ann Hatcock.

May they Rest in Peace
Ex-students remembered at the Alumnae Annual
Reunion Day Mass Sunday September 18, 2016:
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Eveline Baker (Baraniak, 1964) came to
music lessons with Sister Pascal from the age of
seven. Music was a strong feature of her studies.
She loved the learning environment and the
outstanding Sisters such as Mother Gonzaga and
Sister Theresa. She also loved the quietness of
Sister Frances and the positive interactions with
fellow students.
Wanda Wolf (Potocke, 1964) remembers that
the boarders had a study area on the top floor
and, on occasion, the students went there under
the pretence of studying at lunchtime: “From there,
we had a bird’s eye view of the Marist Brothers
students at their desks and at play. Mother
Gonzaga cottoned onto what was going on. It was
a short-lived adventure.”
OLMsCene | 21

Noeline Burgess (Ball) 1956
Madeleine Brown (Munro) 1953
Maryanne Cartwright (Bateman)1969
Therese Cooper (Hanna) 1955
Alivia Denham (Clare) 1963
Janet Fletcher (Hoare) 1978
Colleen Inglis (Collison)
Jan Kricker (Hartigan) 1972
Barbara Lillyman (Carters) 1959
Gillian Mund (O’Loughlin) 1983
Margaret Radford (Crossin)
Belinda Wilson (Carrick)
Maria Zadro (Gangemi) 1949

Merryn Hodgson (O’Brien, 1964) came from a
school in Penrith where teachers were often cruel
to her and to migrants. Merryn never saw a cane
raised at OLMC. Sister Germaine stood out in
her memory because she was organised, kind,
knowledgeable, inspiring and had lots of energy.
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OLMC ALUMNAE

Milestone Years
Remembered

1956 chose a photo of the graduating class framed with the blue
and gold ribbons of the two Sports Houses (Mercedes and McAuley)
and a photo of Mother Gonzaga (College Principal) to remember all
teaching staff. They also brought a list of all deceased classmates.
 (L to R) Audrey King (Murphy), Theda Stapleton (Witter), Margaret
Goggin (O’Connell), Sue Carroll (Hill) and Tricia McManus (Boland).

The milestone years remembered at the 2016
Reunion Day were 1946, 1956, 1966, 1976, 1986,
1996 and 2006.
Representatives from these Year Groups brought symbols from
their respective College years to build a memorial tableau in front
of the Altar.

2016, the current Year 12 class, were represented through the
placement of symbols that have been significant in their final
school year. Year Candles, one for each Year cohort, are used
at Chapel mornings, during camps, retreats and other group
occasions. The large door key, introduced in the Jubilee Year
of Mercy, is also a symbol of unlocking the journey through
time at OLMC and beyond the school gates.
 (L to R) Dunya Vasic, Christie Nassif and Annabelle Lamb.

1976 chose photos from both Year 10 and Year 12 class groups,
an Autograph Book holding messages and memories of students
and teachers and the programs from their Year 12 Graduation
Mass and the Farewell Concert.
 (L to R) Lyn Bradshaw (Lori), Cathy Cook (Stowpiuk) and
Meredith Robinson (Buckley).
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Fr Peter Confeggi, Parish Priest of Mary Queen of the Family Parish in
Blacktown, kindly accepted the invitation to celebrate our Mass. Fr Peter
dashed to Parramatta following his Sunday Mass duties at St Michael’s at
Blacktown South. 

The College String and Choral Ensemble, under
the direction of Paul Witney (Director of Music
Performance), accompanied the Reunion Mass. The
Alumnae is most appreciative of this contribution as
music is always one of the strongest shared memories
for ex-students of OLMC. 
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Now
enrolling
for 2018

Mercy Scholarships
OLMC Parramatta is now taking applications from girls entering
Years 7, 9 or 11 in 2018 for Mercy Scholarships in the areas of

Academic Excellence
Music Excellence
T 9683 3300 E olmc@olmc.nsw.edu.au W www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
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