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From the Principal
Celebrating 130 years of OLMC
This is a very significant year for both
the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy and
for the community of Our Lady of
Mercy College Parramatta as we
come together to celebrate our 130th
anniversary.
In December 1888 our pioneering Sisters,
led by Mother Mary Clare Dunphy, arrived
on the shores of Sydney from Callan, Ireland
and ventured out to Parramatta by train to
create a new congregation to assist the sick,
the infirmed, the marginalised, the women
in the asylums and to begin a ministry of
education. We can be truly thankful for their
courage, commitment to their faith, and
their Irish tenacity which helped to create a
wonderful legacy for our community.
I believe it is also important to acknowledge
the past Principals of the College who
provided such wonderful inspiration and
guidance over the past 130 years.

Principals of the College
Sister Alacquoe Kavanagh 1889-1908
Sister Frances Kearney 1909-1933
Sister Alphonsus Stanley 1934-1945
Sister Gonzaga Stanley 1946-1965
Sister Edith Angel 1966-1977
Sister Janet Woods 1978-1989
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon 1990-2004
Mrs Kitty Guerin 2004-2013
The remaining four surviving past Principals
(Sr Edith to Mrs Guerin) served a combined
total of 53 years of leadership of this
wonderful College.
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There was a line from an advertisement a
number of years ago which said ‘from little
things, big things grow.’ I can only imagine
what the nine pioneering Sisters would say
if they were here with us today to witness
the tremendous growth of OLMC over the
past 130 years.
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks to
us, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed, which a man took and
planted in his field. Though it is the smallest
of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the
largest of the garden plants and it becomes
a tree, so that the birds come and perch in
its branches.” How we have grown in 130
years to be a blossoming tree – a Mercy tree
– with our branches outstretched, touching
the lives of so many as we educate the
young women of Greater Western Sydney.
In this, our 130th year, we are focussing
on our Mercy Value of Service. The Sisters

and the College have commissioned the
creation of a bronze sculpture of Catherine
McAuley by Gael O’Leary that will be
placed under the Walnut Tree, behind the
Mother Mary Clare Dunphy Chapel. It will
be a place of reflection and contemplation
where we can be inspired by the service
that Catherine role modelled for us.
The statue will arrive at the College for
installation in mid-November, with the
unveiling and blessing to take place in early
December. I acknowledge and thank the
following sponsors who have contributed to
the funding of the Statue:
1. The OLMC P & F
2. The OLMC Alumnae
3. Dr Geoff Lee MP - State Member for
Parramatta
4. Parramatta Leagues Club

It is fitting also in our 130th year to
acknowledge the dedication and service of
not only the pioneering Sisters but the many
women who joined the Sisters of Mercy
order after 1888. We also acknowledge
the many lay teachers and support staff
who have contributed to the growth and
development of this wonderful school. The
College community is one that we can
all be justly proud of and one we are all
committed to serve.
On behalf of the Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta and our OLMC community happy 130th birthday! Hip hip hooray!
God bless
Stephen M Walsh
Principal

The much loved Mother Daughter Mass for
2019 was held in the Edith Angel Hall on the
afternoon of Monday 13 May. Mercy Girls
were joined by their mothers, grandmothers,
aunts and significant female carers. Mercy
Mum Amanda Connelly thoughtfully shared
her experiences as a Mother of Mercy Girls.
Thank you to Father Walter for celebrating
Mass and to the P&F for providing Afternoon
Tea following the Mass. 

Friday 8 March was International Women’s
Day and the College was extremely pleased
to host two wonderful women to mark this
important day. Professor of History at the
Australian National University, Marnie HughesWarrington, and Board Chair of the Parramatta
Women’s Community Shelter and ALP State
Candidate for the Seat of Parramatta, Liz
Scully, both spoke to Mercy Girls about the
challenges and barriers they face as leaders in
their respective fields. 

We’ve been privileged to share our Mercy
story with visitors at many enrolment events
this Semester. On Sunday 10 March we
welcomed a record number of visitors to Open
Day. On Tuesday 26 March, we welcomed
families who are seeking a Mercy Education
for their daughters entering Year 7, 2021 for
the Enrolment Information Evening. Our 2019
Open Morning Tours commenced with our first
tour on Wednesday 22 May. 

To celebrate and mark the College’s 130th
Anniversary in 2019, each Mercy Girl has been
presented with a special badge during a House
Chapel session this Semester. 

On a Friday evening in February, the College’s
Senior String Orchestra represented OLMC
at the World Orchestra Festival Gala
Concert at Sydney Town Hall. Director of
Music Performance Paul Witney said the girls
worked hard in preparation for this event and
performed very well: “Their performance for the
evening included Scottish and Irish traditional
music, an arrangement of an American Folk
song and a piece inspired by Tango music. The
girls enjoyed the opportunity to perform at such
a wonderful venue.” 

On a Tuesday evening in early February, Year 7
Mercy Girls and their families attended the Year
7 House Welcome Evening. It was a chance
for parents to learn about what their daughters
have been achieving in their first four weeks of
High School, learn about their House and take
the opportunity to meet staff and other families
in their House. Girls also received their new
House T-shirt! 
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During a lunchtime in late May, the College
took part in National Simultaneous Storytime
(NSS). To mark the day, Library staff invited the
Year 9 Elective Drama Class to act out the story
of “Alpacas with Maracas” with props whilst Ms
Camilleri narrated the story. 

In early May, four Mercy Girls joined
Principal Stephen Walsh for a NSW
Business Chamber Breakfast at Bankwest
Stadium where they had the chance to
meet Prime Minister Scott Morrison. 

In March, OLMC was privileged to host
Associate Professor Anna Clark from UTS who
joined a Year 10 History class to engage in
conversations about Australian History. History
Leader of Learning Melissa Riley said this was
a great learning experience for the girls who
had the opportunity to discuss with Anna what
Australian History means to them. 

On 12 April, all staff took part in our annual
Spirituality Day. The theme of the day was
Service. Staff went to various locations
around our local area and engaged in
hands-on activities and works of service to
God, others and self. Examples of activities
included making Jesuit Refugee Service care
packages, cooking for Hope Hostel, sewing
bags for JRS and visiting Nursing Homes. The
day was a practical way of demonstrating
our commitment to Service. 

The English Department has started a new
initiative called Writer in Residence, a
program designed to enhance the writing
skills of targeted students. Dr Felicity Castagna
will facilitate a writing program with targeted
students in Years 8 to 11. Dr Castagna is a
former High School teacher and currently
teaches writing at UWS. She holds a PhD
in creative writing and Australian Literature
and directs the Western Sydney women’s
mentoring scheme, The Finishing School. The
Writer in Residence program requires students
to participate in an all-day workshop once a
term for 2019, focusing on the key strategies
that writers use in order to convey a powerful
sense of voice.
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At the first College Assembly of Term 2,
students led a thoughtful ANZAC ceremony,
remembering all fallen Australians from
Gallipoli right through to today’s peacekeeping
forces. The girls reflected on how WWII
impacted on OLMC boarders who lived with
Ration Books, evening blackouts and limited
food while also having to cope with the grief of
losing fathers, brothers, uncles and other family
members during the War. Five Year 10 Mercy
Girls also attended the Schools Remember
ANZAC ceremony at the ANZAC Memorial in
Hyde Park during April. 

On a Saturday morning during May the
Chamber Ensemble and Senior Flute Ensemble
had the opportunity to perform at the
Parramatta Heritage Festival. 

On Friday 15 March, the College again
took part in the important Bullying No Way
campaign as part of the National Day of Action
against Bullying and Violence. Every Mercy
Girl, as they walked through the gate in the
morning, received a wristband and every staff
member received a ribbon. 

Wellbeing Week 2019 started with a delicious
breakfast of waffles, toasties, fruit and more,
generously provided by the SRC in the
Frances Kearney Playground. There was also
a chance to play some games like Jenga!
Other activities throughout the week included
a lunchtime Disney Sing-a-long in the Edith
Angel Hall and Body Prayer near the Mercy
Tree, led by Mrs Scanlon. Mercy Girls also
had the chance to sit in Conversation Pods.
Designed to encourage connections, girls
were given questions to chat about such
as what they were doing in the upcoming
holidays or what their favourite moment was
in Term 1. 

EcOLMC has been looking at ways to
encourage our community to become more
plastic free as plastic is one of the major
contributors to landfill and water pollution.
In late May, the EcOLMC group, under the
guidance of Ms Plummer, made their own
beeswax wraps. These sustainable wraps can
be used for sandwiches, wraps and biscuits in
place of plastic film. 

College staff began Term 2 with an invigorating
Staff Professional Learning Conference.
Challenging ideas, innovation and analysis all
formed part of a very busy day of learning and
collaboration. We were privileged to hear from
keynote speaker Professor Yong Zhao and other
guest presenters, including Megan Townes from
Microsoft and Summer Howarth. 

During Reconciliation Week (May 27 to
June 3), Mercy Girls gave a challenging
presentation at Assembly where they
reflected on the unique Indigenous culture,
their intrinsic link to ‘Mother Earth’ and their
stewardship of the land. The Library also
created a number of displays and activities
to mark this important week. 

This year, for the first time, Year 7 Mercy Girls
took part in the OLMC Transition Program. The
three-week program at the beginning of Term 1
focused on identifying and practising essential
skills needed to flourish in High School. The
Program’s activities focused on various themes
such as how to be organised, how to be kind,
how to write, how to apply feedback, how
to collaborate and more. Year 7 completed
the Transition Program with a day focusing
on Service, the focus Mercy Value for 2019;
this day involved hearing from a number of
Parramatta Sisters of Mercy. 
Congratulations to Clare House who were
the winners of the House and Spirit Cup for
the Swimming Carnival. Congratulations
to Athletics Carnival House Champions,
Mercedes, and Spirit Champions, Callan. 

In early March, as part of our Multicultural
Days, Mercy Girls had the chance to enjoy a
range of delicious meals from a food truck.
Other activities throughout the days included
a Sushi cooking class in the Janet Woods
Building and a Talent Show in the Edith
Angel Hall. 
EcOLMC launched a new initiative that
has been adopted by our girls travelling to
Cambodia. Using Envirobank Bags, Mercy
Girls collected plastic bottles and aluminium
cans at Open Day and the Swimming
Carnival, not only to reduce landfill but also to
raise funds to distribute to local organisations
as part of the 2019 Cambodia Trip.
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OLMC’s newest acquisition, the beautiful
Roseneath Cottage, was this year nominated
for a National Trust Award. Located on the
corner of Ross Street and O’Connell Street,
Roseneath Cottage is considered to be one
of the best surviving examples of a colonial
cottage exterior in the Parramatta/Cumberland
area. Built in 1837, the elegant sandstock brick
cottage was acquired by OLMC in 2016 and
has been carefully and sympathetically restored
over the past two years. Roseneath Cottage will
be officially opening in late 2019. 

On 28 March, our Year 12 Mercy Girls hosted
a special Leaders’ Afternoon Tea in the Edith
Angel Hall for over 50 other senior leaders
from local schools. It was a great opportunity to
have fun, connect and make new friends! 

Semester 1, 2019
Student Achievements
At the CSDA Public Speaking Competition,
Ambeikaa Mishra (Year 8) and Stephanie
Ogle (Year 9) reached the Semi-final while
Sakshi Chouta (Year 9) reached the Grand
Final.
In the Rostrum Voice of Youth heats,
Laurice Behan (Year 7), Ella McGirr (Year
8) and Maeve Nolan (Year 9) achieved
Runners-up.
Jessica D’Souza (Year 11) competed as
part of the Australian team at the World
Individual Public Speaking and Debating
Titles in Toronto, Canada.
The first two weekends of the Parramatta
Eisteddfod Public Speaking Competition
saw four girls place 1st, three girls place
2nd, two girls place 3rd and seven girls
receive Highly Commended Awards. The
girls who achieved 1st place were Mikayla
Alphonse (Year 8), Karshini Dahal (Year 8),
Renuga Inpakumar (Year 11) and Smrithi
Raghunathan (Year 10).
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Summer Giddings (Year 11) competed at
the Australian Athletics Championships
in Sydney. She achieved 2nd place in the
combined Under 20 Para 400m, setting a

new T35 Australian Record. She won the
Under 20 Para 800m as well as the Under
20 Para Long-Jump and the Open Para
Long-Jump.
At the NSW All Schools Triathlon, Lucie
Francis (Year 7) achieved 2nd place in
NSWCCC and 8th overall.
Isabella Carney (Year 10) and Bianca
Carney (Year 12) were selected for the
PDSSSC Open Softball Team to compete at
the NSWCCC Softball Championships.
Lucie Francis (Year 7) competed at the
Little Athletics Australian Championships
in Hobart and the Australian Athletics
Championships in Sydney.
Hannah Mathews (Year 9), Chanelle
Maikhael (Year 8) and Amelia Polley (Year
9) were selected for the PDSSSC 15 Years
Touch Football Team to compete at the
NSWCCC Touch Football Championships.
Pene Bonovas (Year 11) and Tayla Milicevic
(Year 8) were selected for the PDSSSC
Open Football Team.
Riley McIntosh (Year 9), Olivia Towle (Year
10), Maryanne Hamama (Year 9), Mia

Cleary (Year 7), Amelia Harvie (Year 8)
and Kyah Day (Year 10) all competed at the
NSWCCC Swimming Championships.
Summer Giddings (Year 11) won the
prestigious Parramatta City Council
Sportsperson of the Year Australia
Day Award in January. The Award
acknowledges her achievements in sport
and also her fundraising walk up Mount
Kosciuszko for the Cerebral Palsy Alliance.
Summer Giddings (Year 11) received
a NSWCCC Blues Award for her
achievements in Athletics in 2018.
On 18 March, 30 Year 10 students
participated in the Science and
Engineering Challenge, which is run
by Newcastle University and supported
by the Office of the Chief Scientist and
Engineer. The Challenge is a day-long
competition designed to provide Years 9
and 10 students with a positive experience
of Science and Engineering. After a day of
tension and excitement, our students were
declared the winners of the day. We now
wait to see if the team proceeds onto the
State Finals in Newcastle later this year.

Meet the new Director of
Learning Technologies and Innovation
In 2019, the College introduced a brand
new position in the Leadership Team –
the Director of Learning Technologies
and Innovation. Mr Matthew Esterman
began in this role at the beginning of
Term 1 and has hit the ground running,
developing strategies and plans and
putting exciting new ideas into action.
Describe the role of Director of Learning
Technologies and Innovation.
The role of Director of Learning Technologies
and Innovation is new to the College and
is evolving as challenges and opportunities
arise. For me it’s about building a new bridge
between various elements of the school.
It supports the vision of the College whilst
also challenging it to remain relevant to
our students in a rapidly changing world.
Through strategic direction, collaboration
with and between staff, students and parents,
through more meaningful dialogue between
IT, Library and the wider staff, we will be able
to consolidate the great things we already do
and feel more secure as we walk forwards
into new projects and contexts.
In the contemporary era, why do you think
it’s important that this role exists?
Schools are places where great learning and
teaching is the ultimate focus. This requires
us to maintain our commitment to students
in a safe and supportive environment, which
is increasingly affected by technological
change. We need to demonstrate best
practice and model responsible and positive
use of technology to our students so that they
act powerfully and positively in the world. The
fact that this role is distinct from other roles
and is part of the Leadership Team indicates
that the OLMC community feels that it is
important enough to help form the strategic
vision and operations of the College. Often
we think of technology as an add-on; OLMC
embeds technology into its practice.
Why do you think OLMC Parramatta created
this new role?

Mr Matthew Esterman

Describe your vision for your role?
What drives me is providing a great
learning experience for students in our care.
Innovation without humanity is cold and
fleeting. Technology integration without
strategy, buy-in, clear expectations and
critical reflection makes for superficial
adoption of “the new.”
At OLMC, I intend to follow a kind of
innovation that Dr Tim Kastelle described
as: “executing new ideas to create value.”
We need to use new ideas on the current
and future ways we learn and work to see
if it needs to change. We need to execute
those ideas well so that the ideas actually
make a difference, and we need to create
value. We will look at the way we work in
the classroom, the way spaces can help
learning, the way technology can expand
educational options, the way professional
learning can be expanded and supported,
and the ways in which all members of our
College community can benefit from the
effective use of technologies in their lives.
Examples of strategies and initiatives may
include:
• students sharing their work through
school blogs or other social platforms,
• drawing in expertise from around the
world via Skype,

• exploring ways to help learning happen
anytime and anywhere through mobile
technology,
• blending the ways in which we use
technology and other tools and
approaches to make learning stick, such
as the use of a tablet and stylus (digital
pen).
In what ways is learning and the role of the
teacher similar and different to 30 years ago?
We know a lot more about how people
learn, in what circumstances and the ways
in which we can better support learning
than we did 30 years ago. We also know the
impact, both positive and negative, of the
deployment of technology in educational
contexts. We know that we need to be brave
and explore options, even when there may
be a risk of failure. We need more risk takers
than we did 30 years ago. The role of the
teacher has expanded significantly in the last
30 years, from – at its core – the expectation
of society that we are simply about
curriculum delivery. It is now viewed as an
all-encompassing, multi-faceted role which
requires expert subject knowledge, deep
pedagogical abilities, proficient technology
skills, and an empathetic approach to
include all learners in our care. There is a
veritable kaleidoscope of needs and wants
that teachers now seek to address, which
can shift and change depending on the
nature of the school, of the class, and of the
individual student.
Teachers have always cared about, and for,
our students. We have always tried to make
learning relevant and interesting. We have
always evolved to suit new demands and
new expectations.
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OLMC has created the role to facilitate
collaboration and to support teachers in
exploring and adopting contemporary and
evolving learning technologies that engage
young learners. This continues the 130 year
tradition of providing an excellent education
for young women, pioneered by trailblazing
and courageous women who themselves
had to face challenges unknown to previous
generations.

This role further cements
OLMC’s commitment to a relevant
and contemporary education for
the students in our care.
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The OLMC community proudly
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achievements of the Class of 2018.
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McAuley.
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in the State in
Sydney Morning
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Erika Arana – ATAR 98.00
I would advise Mercy Girls to strive to set
up good study habits from a young age
and not to be afraid to ask teachers for
help. When it comes to the HSC, work
hard but don’t stress out. I found past
papers, palm cards and mind-map topic
summaries to be helpful in my studying.
The Trial HSC Examinations prepared
me well and gave me insight into my
capabilities. I learnt from the experience
and I improved, demonstrating learning
growth in the final HSC Examinations.

Danielle Georgeos – ATAR 97.35
My advice for Mercy Girls beginning
the HSC journey is to complete practice
papers, ask for feedback from your
teachers and stay up to date with your
notes. I find that handwriting my notes
helps me to absorb the information.
Getting enough sleep and healthy
eating are vital. Importantly, work hard
and don’t doubt yourself.

Chloe Simone – 98.60
It is really important to keep on top of
your work and to make your notes early.
For me, having a balance was also vital
– I still went to the gym and worked part
time and that helped me. My advice to
Mercy Girls is to work with your friends
and study in groups – you can learn
from each other.

Creative Achievers
Emma McDermott and Giorga Belcastro received Call Back
nominations for Dance. Giorga was nominated for Core
Performance and Emma was nominated for all three of her
works: Core Performance, Core Composition and Major
Study Performance. Emma was then selected to perform at
Callback 2018 in Major Study Performance with her work
titled “Everything Happens for a Reason.” Dance students,
along with their teacher Mrs Terri Lennard, had the pleasure
of watching Emma’s
performance at Call Back
earlier this year at the
Seymour Centre.
Talitha Hanna and Natalie
Sarmiento were shortlisted
for Art Express. Talitha’s
Body of Work, Model for a
Civil War, was exhibited as
part of Art Express at the
Blue Mountains Cultural
Centre. In May, Mr Stephen
Duffy and Mrs Rebecca
Webb joined Talitha at the
opening of Art Express at
the Blue Mountains Cultural
Centre.

Cassidy Kealy-Ashby – ATAR 99.15
Cassidy Kealy-Ashby achieved the top
ATAR of 99.15, was named on the AllRounders List and was placed sixth in the
State in Community and Family Studies.
She was invited to deliver a speech at the
College’s HSC High Achievers’ Assembly
in February. Here are excerpts from her
speech:
One of my favourite quotes “hard work
beats talent when talent doesn’t work
hard,” is something which really resonates
with me as it often took me longer than
other students in my class to grasp
concepts. One of my biggest tips would
be to ensure that you don’t underestimate
yourself because you don’t consider
yourself to be “naturally talented.”

Grit and perseverance have set apart
some of the most successful individuals
in the world. For example, Albert Einstein
was denied entry into a Polytechnic School
because they didn’t think he was intelligent

enough. J.K Rowling’s
“Harry Potter” series was
rejected by 12 publishing
houses and became
one of the bestselling
book series of all time.
No matter the setbacks,
what separates these
successful people from
their competitors is grit – the ability to
persevere.
So whether you are completing your
Science SRP, a History assignment or a
major Visual Arts project, I encourage
you to embrace that feeling of discomfort,
reshape your ideas and refine your
material, with the guidance of your
remarkable teachers.
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Grit and hard work go hand in hand. Grit
is about having passion and perseverance

and sticking with it, regardless of how
hard it gets. Grit is that feeling of being
uncomfortable or our favourite term, as
Mrs VandePeer refers to it, “being in the
learning pit.” I really believe that grit is one
of the most significant predictors of success
and students who display grit show the
greatest improvements in their learning.
Something I’m sure we can all relate to is
when we receive an assessment back and
feel as though it doesn’t reflect our hard
work. However, grit is having the ability to
pick yourself up from it, dust yourself off
and work even harder.

Women in Leadership Forum
Courage & Mentorship Key Themes of 2019 Forum
Mercy Girls were joined by College staff, parents, College alumnae and students
from local schools in the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre on Wednesday
29 May for the 2019 Women in Leadership Forum.
Four inspirational forum speakers from a
variety of fields shared their perspectives on
women in leadership and discussed how
each of us can boldly expand beyond what
we know we can be. Edwina Bartholomew
- Journalist and Presenter with the Seven
Network, was joined by Annabelle
Chauncy OAM - CEO and Founding
Director of School for Life Foundation, Liz
Scully - Chair, NSW Labor Women’s Forum
and Chair, Parramatta Women’s Shelter
and Belinda Woolford - CEO Ronald
McDonald House Charities Greater
Western Sydney.
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There were common themes throughout
the evening including the importance of
seeking mentoring, backing yourself, being
courageous, being true to yourself and
following your passion. The Forum kicked

off with an appeal by Edwina Bartholomew
to “be yourself, back yourself and believe in
yourself.” She reiterated that it’s important
to work very, very hard to achieve your
dreams. Belinda Woolford outlined three
important lessons she has learnt on her
journey: “Leadership lesson number 1 is
give it a go. Number 2 is you don’t always
need a plan, you just need the courage
to take risks. Lesson 3 is get a mentor.” Liz
Scully paraphrased Saint Teresa of Avila,
encouraging students to trust God that
you are where you are supposed to be.
Annabelle Chauncy also highlighted the
importance of mentoring: “One of the most
important things about my journey is the
fact that I had a mentor. My mentor taught
me to crawl before you walk and walk
before you run - taking one step at a time.”

Each year the College is
fortunate to have four generous,
kind and confident women willing to
share their career stories of successes
and challenges, hopes and dreams,
and diversions along the way. We
know that girls learn from these
narratives, particularly when the
stories are told with humility and
humour and the 2019 Forum
speakers have been exceptional.
Their consistent message of courage
and service resonated with our
Mercy community and inspired
everyone present to consider ways
they could effectively contribute to
the wider community.
Mrs Marie Wood,
Deputy Principal
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Talkin’ ‘Bout my Generation
Families with a Mercy Tradition
For many families, supporting the Parramatta Eels or having a special Christmas
meal is their tradition. When you step through the gates to start your Mercy journey
and join the OLMC community as a student or parent, it becomes apparent that for
many families, attending OLMC is a treasured tradition passed on from generation
to generation.
The Doumit family has seen 20 family
members attend OLMC (on both the Coorey
and Doumit sides). It began with Martha
Abood (nee Coorey) who started at OLMC
in 1959. Her sister, Therese Doumit (nee
Coorey), began in 1962 and the youngest
sister Mary Yoosuff (nee Coorey) began in
1967. Catherine Blaine (nee Doumit) attended
from 1989 to 1994 and Monica attended
from 1994 to 1999. Carrying on the tradition
today, Catherine’s daughter Gabrielle Blaine,
commenced at the College this year.
Therese remembers that each girl started
at the College as another finished - which
was very useful: “It meant that they wore the
same uniform (we were not a super wealthy
family). A lot of the family still lived in and
around the Harris Park/Oatlands area, so it
made sense for the girls to go to the school,
but even as they started to spread out, they
all came back to OLMC.”

From Auburn, Winston Hills,
Greystanes and Denistone, we all still
came back because, in many ways,
OLMC is part of the family!
Therese Doumit (nee Coorey)

All family members have special memories
of their time at the College. Bush Dancing at
Mercy Days at the Woolshed was a highlight
for Catherine. The Alma Mater is a small
point of contention in the family. ”We can’t
decide whether the words have changed, or
whether Mum is just remembering it wrong!”
says Monica.
For Monica Doumit, who attended the
College in the 1990s, her OLMC friends
remain her closest friends to this day: “I don’t
know how I would survive without them.”
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Catherine says she now looks back with
so much respect for some of the teachers
that have spanned generations: “Their
dedication, good humour, and absolute
brilliance in their teaching field is admirable,
and they served as amazing role models for
young ladies, exploring all the possibilities of
future success.”
Therese thinks it’s great that the Sisters
of Mercy are still involved in the College:

“Sister Patricia Bolster was also in my grade,
and she became a Mercy Sister. Everyone
loved her and she had the most beautiful red
hair. She was one of my best friends so I was
so delighted to see her again when I took
Gabby to her interview for OLMC last year.”
A Mercy Education, for Therese, is about
instilling good values. Catherine feels that,
as a Mercy Girl, she was instilled with
a sense that she could (and should) do
anything: “There were no restrictions on
what you might aspire to and what you
might achieve. Mercy Girls are intelligent
and hard-working, they serve the Church
and the community, and are good to their
families all at the same time. There is an
expectation of excellence, and you were
given the tools in academia, faith formation,
volunteering and social engagement to
achieve excellence.”
Therese says that the College’s uniform
policy is still the same: “The girls still need
to be wearing full uniform, no matter what.”
The pride in being an OLMC girl has also
stayed the same: “There is a sense of
accomplishment when you tell someone that
you went to OLMC. There is also the bond
that OLMC alumnae share. It doesn’t matter
if you attended in different years or even in
different generations, when OLMC girls get
together, they talk as if they were all there at
the same time.”
While so many facets of OLMC have stood
the test of time and continued strong, there
have naturally been changes over the
years. When Therese was at the College,
she recalls that there were only two Houses,
Mercedes and McAuley, and there were
also boarders. When Catherine arrived, the
boarders had gone, but Clare and Stanley
Houses had also come along. And now
there are many more Houses. The uniforms
too have changed but there is a consensus
in the Doumit family: they all like the new
uniform in 2019!
***
The Lawton family has a strong connection
to the College which continues with Sister
Maria Lawton who is now the Congregation
Vicar of the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy. This
not only carries on their Mercy connection
but their tradition of Mercy leadership!

Catherine Blaine (nee Doumit),
Gabrielle Blaine and Therese Doum
it

The Doumit/
Blaine Family

There is an expectation of
excellence at OLMC, and you are given
the tools in academia, faith formation,
volunteering and social engagement
to achieve excellence.
Catherine Blaine (nee Doumit),
HSC 1994

Kathleen Goodwin (Nee Cooney) attended
OLMC from 1915 to 1920. Her daughter,
Dawn (Sister Veronica Goodwin) became a
Sister of Mercy in the Bathurst Congregation.
Kaye Gill, Celeste Cividin and Vicki Cividin
attended in the 1960s while Pauline Lawton
and Anne-Maree Lawton-Butler (nee
Lawton) attended in the 1970s. Carol Cividin
(nee Lawton) attended from 1973 to 1978
and was Assistant Head Girl. Pam Lawton
attended from 1976 to 1981 and Sue Whipps
(nee Lawton) from 1977 to 1982 and was
also Assistant Head Girl. Sister Maria Lawton
carried on this tradition, becoming Head Girl
in 1985. The Lawton tradition continued into
the twenty-first century with Jessica Ugarte
(nee Cividin), daughter of Carol Cividin,
attending between 1999 and 2004.
It was the stories of family members who
attended the College which encouraged
Sister Maria’s mother to send her girls here:
“I recall mum often speaking of her aunt
The Lawton/
Cividin Family

Jess Cividin

attending the College and learning the
violin. I think she was very happy to be to
sending her own daughters to the College,
believing it to be the best school for girls.
With my father, she was a tireless volunteer
with the College through the P&F, Fetes, Art
Shows and many other activities.”
One of Carol’s lasting memories of the
College is of Sister Edith’s (Sister Assumpta)
Corgi, Simon: “It used to sit on the porch
outside of her office which was on the
ground floor, adjacent to the Science block.
Sister Edith used to stand on the porch and
watch the girls and Simon would be at
her feet.”
Things also changed at the College over the
time the family attended. Carol recalls that
Sister Kathleen would stand at the entrance
to the cloak room - which was at the Villiers
Street entrance: she would check that girls
had their hats and gloves on before they left
the College. Hats were still compulsory when
Maria was at the College but gloves were
gone. There were no hats or gloves by the
time Jess was at the College. The 1980s too
were a time of change: Maria remembers
that a Computer Lab was introduced to the
College. In the 1970s, Carol wore a different
Senior Uniform to Pam, Sue and Maria and
Jess wore a completely different uniform to
all of the family. Maria recalls that Year 12
students were allowed to sit on the “Cottage
Green” where there was also a small grotto
with a statue of Mary. This area was gone by
the time Jess was at school.
***

What is unique to a Mercy
Education is the belief in the
importance of the education of girls
and women for society, and the
encouragement of girls to reach
their full potential. The emphasis
on Christian and Mercy Values
and the sense of the College as a
community is also fundamental.
Sister Maria Lawton (HSC 1985)

Carol Cividin
in 1978

Marianne Dwyer’s family connection to the
College dates back to the 1940s. Her mother
Monica was one of seven girls. The oldest
two girls, Anne Joseph (nee Japour) and
Eileen Tanna (nee Japour), did not attend
high school and were in charge of setting
up the Japour’s shop, which eventually went
on to be the supplier of uniforms to OLMC
from 1976.
Pauline, Laurice, Monica, Frances and Diane
all attended OLMC. Pauline Hunt began
at the College in 1942. She was actively
involved with the Ex-students Association
for many years. Laurice Behan attended
OLMC from 1945 to 1947 and Monica
Bokeyar graduated in 1949. Frances Boulus
graduated in 1953 while Diane Coorey
attended the College between 1948 to 1957
and was a Tennis champion while at school.
Though Anne and Eileen did not attend
the College, they sent their daughters
here. Anne had four daughters; Annette
(graduated 1969), Kerry and Karen
(graduated 1973) and Rhoda (graduated
1975). Eileen had one daughter, Jacqueline,
who attended the College until 1979. Frances
had two daughters, Cate Joseph (nee
Boulus) who finished in 1981 and Susan Giles
(nee Boulus) who finished in 1983. Monica
had three daughters; Sharon Boulous who
graduated in 1976, Marianne Dwyer who
graduated in 1979 and Jane Calabria who
graduated in 1986.
The family tradition carried on into the new
millennium: Sharon’s daughter Jennifer
Mayers (nee Boulous) finished in 2002,
Kerry’s daughter (Emma Saad) finished
in 2004 while Marianne’s daughter Emily
Dwyer was Assistant Head Girl in 2017.
In talking to all generations of the family
about their experiences at OLMC, Marianne
feels that there are common themes: “Our
time at the College was lots of fun, we all still
enjoy singing the Alma Mater and we were
lucky to develop great friendships at school.”
Emily Dwyer recalls the changes that
happened in the local area in her time:
“Since I started at OLMC, Parramatta has
changed so much. Seeing the construction
of the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre
from start to finish was another exciting
change. I got to use it in my final year at
school, and it’s such a cool facility!”
For Emily, something that definitely hasn’t
changed is the sense of community and
belonging that comes with being a Mercy
Girl: “Whenever we do big family catch-ups,
all of my aunties, great-aunties and cousins
who went to OLMC love to sing the Alma
Mater! It’s so amazing to see this tradition
carried through generations and it makes us
all feel so connected.”

The Japour/
Dwyer Family

Emily Dwyer’s graduation in 2017

Laurice, Frances, Diane
and Monica Japour in 1948

“These great and strong women who went
before her built the College and helped form
its inclusive and compassionate culture while
having fun along the way!”
***
For Catherine Soper (nee Brown) and
Margee Brown, carrying on the generational
tradition of enrolling at OLMC has “certainly
been a privilege.”
Their family history lies deep within the
history of Parramatta itself. Their greatgreat-grandparents were actually footman
and maid for Elizabeth Bligh (daughter
of the Governor Bligh). Their grandfather,
James Munro, owned Munro’s Butcher Shop
on Church Street, where he provided the
Parramatta Sisters of Mercy with their weekly
meat orders. Catherine’s mother Madeleine
and her sister Patricia Munro attended
OLMC from kindergarten. Catherine and
Margee both attended OLMC from Years
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Pam Lawton in 1981

Marianne is grateful that her daughter Emily
stands on the shoulders of her relatives:

Closing of the Japour’s shop.
L-R: Anne, Eileen, Diane,
Marianne, Laurice, Frances,
Sister Trish Bolster, Sister Joan
Keogh. Sitting are Monica
and Pauline

Madeline Munro in 1950

experiments and creative discoveries in
Visual Arts lessons - all come together
as amazing reflections of the friendships
and the experiences of our school days at
OLMC.”

The Brown/
Soper Family

Margee Brown in 1979

***
The Parker family had three generations of
women attend the College. Margaret Wright
(nee Holdorf) attended from 1947 to 1951
and then Catherine Parker (nee Wright)
attended from 1977 to 1982. Into the twentyfirst century, Claire Parker graduated in
2009 and Ellen Parker graduated in 2011.

We all felt that a Mercy
Education is one that offers
a balance of education, a
commitment to social justice, strong
values and the empowerment
of young women to aspire and
achieve while also supporting and
celebrating their peers.

Madeline Munro
and friends

Catherine Parker

Catherine Brown (right)
with friends in 1975

Our mother was taught violin
by Sister Christina Creede and we
still have her violin and
Eisteddfod Certificates.
Catherine Soper

7 to 12. Their cousin, Mary Ann Norrie (nee
Munro), attended in the same years as
Catherine. Mary Ann’s niece, Laura Douglas,
is currently in Year 8.
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The women have fond memories of the
nuns who taught them - Sister Edith Angel
who was Principal and the teaching nuns
including Sister Barbara, Sister Ailsa,
Sister Janet and Sister Martha. Margee
remembers the history of the College
buildings, the ceremonies, the rituals, the
singing - whether at choir, Assembly, Chapel
or Church. Catherine recalls having to wear
gloves and hats: “detention was always just
around the corner if one’s uniform wasn’t
just right.”
“All the memories - the Alma Mater,
Swimming and Sports Carnivals, Drama
sketches and Plays in the hall, Science

While Margaret lived in Homebush, she
chose OLMC over closer schools because
of the courses offered and the values of
the school. Having received an excellent
education in a happy environment, she
decided to send Catherine there. Catherine
sent Claire and Ellen to OLMC because
she too had enjoyed the education, music,
friendships, and values of the school.

Christine Morgan (nee Garnett) firmly
believes that at OLMC, no limits are placed
on what students can achieve post school.
Three generations of her family attended
the College: Her mother Nola Garnett (nee
Healey), her Aunt Joan Cosgrave (nee
Healey), her four sisters Maureen, Jeannine,
Annette and Colleen Garnett as well as her
daughter Rebecca Wood (nee Morgan).
Nola and Joan were boarders at OLMC.
Their father died due to war injuries when
they were young and their mother had to
work fulltime. Nola enjoyed tennis at school
and was good at public speaking. She was
awarded a certificate for receiving an A in
Elocution. She was Head Boarder and, in
1940, was given a War Bursary to continue
to attend OLMC. The Sisters had a special
place in Nola’s heart, in particular, Sister
Alphonsus and Sister Gonzaga. She was
very glad to hear the Stanley Rooms had
been named after them.

I sent my daughter
Rebecca to OLMC because I
enjoyed my days at the College:
I treasure many good memories
and friendships.
Christine Morgan
Catherine Parker, Claire Parker and

When asked what things have stayed the
same at the College throughout the ages,
all three generations reply singing the Alma
Mater! “The other common theme was the
commitment to empowering young women
to be whoever and whatever they wanted to
be. The enjoyment of music and art didn’t
change for all three generations and they
all mentioned the good friends made and
kept,” said Catherine.
Margaret remembers the fun she had when
the whole school practiced marching around
Parramatta Park. All three generations were
debaters and so they recall Friday nights
fondly as a bit of a tradition, particularly the
suppers afterwards in the old Dining Room
under the watchful eye of Sister Martha.
A Mercy Education looked different for each
of the generations, least not the uniform.
Margaret wore a brown serge tunic and lisle
stockings during Winter and Summer while
Catherine had the blue Summer Uniform
and brown check Winter Uniform. Claire
and Ellen wore the green striped uniform.
In Ellen and Claire’s time, the College had
expanded into areas that previously were
part of the Convent and definitely out of
bounds for Margaret and Catherine!
***

The Wright/
Parker Family
Margaret Wright with friends
(centre of back row) in 1948

Margaret Wright

Rebecca Wood
(Nee Morgan)

Christine Morgan

I remember being very proud
to go to OLMC knowing that I was
the third generation to attend. Our
family had lived in the Parramatta
district since the early 1800s and
my Mum grew up not too far from
OLMC on Victoria Road.
Mary-Liza Adams

The Garnett/
Morgan Family
Nola Healey’s Elocution Certificate

Nola Cosgrove (Nee Healey),
Christine Morgan (Nee Garnett)
and Rebecca Wood (Nee Morgan)
Nola and Joan Healey

There are things which
have always stayed the same
at OLMC including the beloved
Alma Mater, the sense of pride in
the College, our strong traditions,
the values, our faith and our
commitment to living the Gospels
through showing Mercy.
Christine Morgan

Christine says her mother spoke fondly of
her days at the College and also of her
relationship with Our Lady: “This developed
when she was a schoolgirl and she
continued to pray to Our Lady until the hour
of her death in 2014.”
With the exception of one year (1975) there
was a Garnett girl at OLMC from 1964 until
1979. “We all remember having to kneel
down to have the length of our uniforms
checked. We also remember the cloak
room, where, as we entered the school, we
hung our belongings and we now wonder
how we ever found our blazers and berets
each afternoon. We recall being taught by
many nuns and seeing the changes in the
nuns’ clothing; they still wore habits but we
could actually see their hair. We recall that
the new hall and library opened during our
time at OLMC,” says Christine Morgan.

Rebecca Wood (nee Morgan), who
graduated in 1996, remembers Mercy
Day and the Peer Support Program which
assisted her settling into Year 7. She values
the strong friendships made during her time
at OLMC. There was a uniform change
during her time as she saw the end of the
aqua blue dress and the introduction of the
green striped uniform. Most of the nuns were
no longer in habits, dressing in plain clothes.
***
Irene Dwyer (nee Staples) attended OLMC
between 1910 and 1915. Her daughters Irene
Adams (nee Dwyer) and Marie Cresswell
(nee Dwyer) attended in the 1930s and
1940s. Representing the next generation was
Mary-Liza Adams who attended between
1979 and 1984.
According to Mary-Liza, Irene Staples
was very happy at OLMC and more than
pleased to send her daughters there: “She
enjoyed going to the reunions and taking
her daughters with her. That love of the
College was passed on to her daughters.”
Irene Staples and Irene Adams have many
fond memories of their time at the College.
The love of the piano was instilled in Irene
Staples by Sister Monica who inspired her to
become a gifted pianist.

Sister Martha is fondly remembered by
Mary-Liza: “I remember when Sister Martha
would come out to the playground on a
Winter’s morning to gather helpers to fire up
the gasoline heaters. There was always a
number of us who volunteered as we knew
we were in for a treat afterwards.”
Mary-Liza also recalls the compassion
shown by the community: “My Dad passed
away when I was in Year 8 and I remember
Sister Janet coming to see my Mum when
he was really sick. I remember thinking
how awesome it was that the Principal
had enough time to come to my home. I
also remember the prayers over the PA for
my Dad. My Homeroom class came to his
funeral and I remember them all standing
around me afterwards outside St Patrick’s
Cathedral: they gave me strength.”
Many things changed since her mother’s
time at the College, Mary-Liza recalls:
“I remember Mum always talking about
praying The Angelus at midday. Mum also
talked a lot about the top floor being the
Boarders’ Quarters. There were no boarders
when I was there.”
One thing that has remained constant
throughout her family’s OLMC journey,
Mary-Liza feels, is the commitment to Mercy
Values and the emphasis on the importance
of women’s education: “A Mercy Education
is about enabling young women to be
independent and teaching them not to be
held back because of their gender. Core to
Mercy Education is the care and support of
one another and for those who are not as
fortunate as ourselves.”

Irene Adams (nee Dwyer), Mary-Liza
Adams and Ben Adams on MaryLiza’s first day of High School in 1979

The Staples/
Dwyer Family

Irene Dwyer and Patricia
Munro with friends c1945

Irene Staples and
Mary McMahon
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“As swimmers, we particularly remember
the Mercy Schools’ Swimming Carnivals
which involved swimming at night under the
Harbour Bridge at North Sydney Pool; this
was both nerve racking and exciting!”

Celebrating 130 Years

To celebrate our 130th Anniversary Year in 2019, the College is launching an exhibition microsite where you can browse through
images of objects from our archives that tell our story. Included is everything from books and uniforms to furniture and buildings.
Principal Stephen Walsh says the 130
objects project is a great way to celebrate
our rich history: “Our story is made up of
thousands of stories of the Mercy Women
who were educated here and their families
– their experience, their aspirations and
their memories. The College has been an
anchor for our community through one of

the most turbulent periods of world history
and these hallowed halls mean so much
to so many people. Through this project,
we honour all those women and their
legacies.”
The College is adding to the website every
week and by the end of the year, there will

1972 - News Article and Program for the
Golden Jubilee for OLMC Ex-students
The Golden Jubilee of the Ex Students
Association (1922 to 1972) was celebrated
in 1972 at the Annual Reunion Day. The Day
commenced with Mass and was followed by
a gathering in the Auditorium for addresses,
Jubilee Tea (including commemorative
cakes) and entertainment. Mementos of the
day included spoons and bookmarks with
a display of yesteryear photographs and
uniform sketches. Approximately 300 alumnae
attended including many Sisters of Mercy.

2009 - Program for
the Studio Concerts
Celebrating 120 Years
of OLMC
The cover of the booklet
includes an historical
photograph of the College
Orchestra in the Stanley
Rooms. The program
included works performed
by a diverse range of artists
including Taylor Swift,
Mozart and Gershwin.

1937 - Music Certificate

1891 - Exercise Book

This is a Music Certificate which was awarded
to Beth Healy. Beth attended OLMC between
1935 and 1937. The Certificate forms part
of a donation to the OLMC Archives which
includes memorabilia related to both Beth
and her daughter, Rosemary, who also
attended OLMC.

This student exercise book belongs to Mary Balmer
of George St, Bathurst, who was possibly an
OLMC boarder. Written in beautiful handwriting,
the topics range from Composition, Grammar,
Geography and History to Arithmetic, Latin and
recipes for quince jelly and sponge cake! Entries
date from between the years of 1891 and 1893 and
are annotated with red correction markings. The
book was given to Sister Gonzaga Stanley by a
friend and is now part of the OLMC
Archives Collection.

2000 - Program for Re-dedication
of the College and Naming of the
Brigid Shelly Building
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be 130 objects featured. The site URL is
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/130objects. Here
below is a sample of the objects featured
on the website. The images are also being
shared with our online communities through
our social media platforms.

The College was re-dedicated and the
Brigid Shelley Building named in the
year 2000. Sister Ailsa Mackinnon was
Principal of the College at the time.
The event was part of celebrations for
the Jubilee of Catholic Schools in the
Parramatta Diocese. Sister Caroline Ryan
rsm, who was Congregation Leader of
the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta at the
time, led the ceremony.

1963 - Sister Stanley’s Notebook
University of Sydney graduate, Sister Gonzaga
Stanley, served as Principal of the College
between 1946 and 1965. This notebook includes
notes from religious education lectures and
tables of student marks in various subjects. It
illustrates her continued quest for knowledge, a
legacy very much alive at the College today.

1994 – New Uniform
1994 marked a change in uniform
to a cotton striped short-sleeve
dress. It featured a dropped waist
with six white buttons. There was a
large white Peter Pan collar with a
dark green removable bow at the
neck. The picture of the College
Student Leaders dressed in both
old and new uniforms illustrates the
transition.

c1890 - Black Silk Dress
The first OLMC students did not wear
a school uniform. However, boarders
were expected to wear a black
dress with a white collar. This is an
example of the type of dress worn.

1970 - Plans for New School
Library and Hall
The late 1960s saw major building works
on the College site. A new hall, library and
laboratories were constructed. The plans
depict the building layout as prepared
by architects in 1968. The blessing and
opening of the McAuley Library and Hall
was held on 11 October 1970.

1988 – Mercy: From Generation
to Generation
This book, which was written by an exstudent, was published to coincide with
1988 centenary celebrations of the College.

1900 - Student Desk
The desks purchased by the Sisters at the
turn of the century were chosen for their
practicality but, when looked at now, are
surprisingly beautiful.
These desks were originally intended for
two students to sit side-by side in what must
have been a fairly cramped arrangement.
Each desk includes a pair of drawers and
slots for inkwells.

Molly Walsh’s autograph book provides
a beautiful snapshot of this student’s
school days. It is filled with entries and
autographs from her school friends
between 1926 to 1930. Molly’s book
includes a table with entries from her
friends summarising their hobbies and
ambitions. Autograph books were the
Facebook of the day.
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The two surviving OLMC school desks were
probably acquired sometime between 1900
and 1913. Up until 1914, most teaching took
place in what is now the Noni Ball Black
Box Theatre, so these desks almost certainly
originate from that original classroom
staffed by the pioneer Sisters.

1926 - Autograph Book

25 Years of the
OLMC Uniform Shop
Every Mercy family who has been at the College since 1988 would have had
the pleasure of meeting Paul and Christine Bourke, our Uniform Shop Co-ordinators.
These stalwarts of OLMC have served our
community by running the Uniform Shop
since the early 1990s, and in 2019, their
time of service came to an end as they
handed back the reins. The whole College
community bids a very fond farewell and
heartfelt thanks - from students and exstudents who started their Mercy journey
with them, excitedly purchasing their new
uniform, to staff who had the pleasure of
working with them for over 25 years.
In the early 1990s, Paul Bourke was busy
volunteering his time with the OLMC P&F.
“We had two girls attend OLMC; Lisa,
who graduated in 1993 and Kylie who
graduated in 1995. I was on the P&F from
1987 and I was Treasurer for two years
before becoming the President.”
“I recall the idea of a College Uniform Shop
being tossed around at the time of the
Centenary celebrations. Before that, Mercy
Girls purchased their uniforms from Lowes.
There was a Clothing Pool which sold
second hand uniforms and representative
sports uniforms and tracksuits. At that
time there was also talk of changing the
uniform so it was seen as an opportunity
to tie the two changes together. From my
recollection, the planning for the new
uniform started in 1992 and the heritage
green colour and also the red came out of
the Centenary celebrations. That uniform
was designed by an ex-student who lived in
the Southern Highlands.”
When the Uniform Shop idea got off the
ground after a committee was formed,
Paul put up his hand to volunteer to run the

Shop. He ran it as a volunteer for 10 years. It
was essentially a fundraiser for the P&F and
it replaced the other fundraising work that
the P&F did. At the time, Paul was working
in the area of finance. For the Shop, he did
all financial arrangements, ordering and
negotiating with suppliers and another
woman focused on sales and customer
service. The Shop was on the College site in
the same building that housed the Science
Laboratories, adjacent to the Brigid Shelley
Building. It moved to the Cottage when
that building was demolished as part of the
previous Master Plan.

I think uniforms are an
important part of school life.
Mercy Girls have always worn their
uniform with pride.
Paul Bourke

Ten years of volunteering, in anyone’s book,
is a solid period of service: “For me it was
an interest. I was working in finance and
this was a great outlet and something to
break up my working life,” said Paul.
2004 was the next pivotal moment in the
Uniform Shop’s history: “The governance
structure of the College changed with the
development of a College Board. Under
the new structure, the Uniform Shop came
under the College’s management, not the
P&F. At this time, my wife Christine came on
board to work with me and we ran it as a
team. It was great to work together on this.”

Vale Christine
Christine Bourke was a true Mercy
woman. There was never a day I
saw Christine without her cheerful
smile, her pleasant manner and
her dedicated capacity to serve the
families of our community.
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Christine will be sorely missed by
all of the OLMC family.
Mr Stephen M Walsh
Principal

Paul says he thoroughly enjoyed working at
the Uniform Shop: “I loved communicating
with parents. Often we were the first
interaction that parents had with the
College so we wanted them to have a
positive experience. Parents often wanted
to know things about the College and I
could fill them in as I had been part of the
community for so long. We always did our
best to make sure they got the items they
needed and never pushed them to get
things they didn’t need. We wanted the
student too to have a good experience,
demonstrating our friendly and welcoming
Mercy community. Based on feedback,
I think we achieved this. The more
challenging parts of the role were dealing
with suppliers. I always worked hard to
make sure we had the best quality and
received good service from our suppliers.”
Paul was key in the whole process of
creating the brand new uniform which
came in this year. His experience in the
area and expertise has been fundamental
throughout the design, sourcing and roll-out
of the uniform.

Help Change Lives
through the OLMC

always see so many people attending
farewells if a staff member leaves. It’s
also great how the Sisters of Mercy are so
connected with the community. I have been
involved with the Sisters for a long time as
I was on the Board of St Michael’s Family
Centre at Baulkham Hills for 12 years. ”

Paul had no previous retail or fashion
experience prior to running the Shop – but
says that he learnt a lot over the years!
“Chris and I worked as a team and she
did the outfitting. She had a great eye
and could pick a size as soon as a student
walked in.”
Paul has many fond memories of being
part of the OLMC community. “I loved
Mercy Day celebrations at the Woolshed.
The girls really enjoyed the dancing and
celebrations. I remember that the uniform
change in the 1990s was well received and
that’s been the case for the new one. I think
this one was even more positively received.”
Paul feels OLMC has a strong community:
“I always assure parents that their daughter
will fit in and have good friendships. You
see that in the students and the staff –
they consistently support each other. My
daughters still have close friends that they
met here at school. And the staff too; you

College Principal, Mr Stephen Walsh,
says Paul and Christine are remarkable
examples of Mercy people. “All OLMC
families will have come into contact with
Christine and Paul, as they jointly managed
the College Uniform Shop for well over 20
years. Prior to the Uniform Shop, Christine
and Paul were heavily involved in the
College P&F and also worked for the Sisters
of Mercy in a number of advisory roles.”

The Mercy community
is a very special one.
Paul Bourke

Director of Business Services, Mrs Danielle
Dwyer, says Paul and Christine have been
integral members of the OLMC Community,
serving the College for over 20 years:
“They epitomise what Mercy means and
have shown great dedication to ensuring
quality and obliging service. They have
been part of the very fabric of our College,
and we are so thankful for the significant
contribution they have made over
many years. Their kindness, energy and
commitment will be treasured always.”

Mercy Tree
The Mercy Tree is a social justice
initiative of the College which
also symbolises the growth in
commitment to Mercy Values in the
students and in our broader College
community.
This year you have the chance to help
change the lives of Parramatta’s most
vulnerable women and children as Mercy
Tree donations will go to support Women’s
Community Shelters.
Recently appointed Chair of the Parramatta
Women’s Community Shelter, Liz Scully, says
there is much anticipation about the new
Shelter: “We’re so excited to be preparing
to welcome women and their children to
Parramatta Women’s Shelter this Winter.
The support of the OLMC community for our
work has been inspirational!”
“At the heart of Women’s Community
Shelters is our wish to keep vulnerable
women and their children safe from
further harm, and contribute to their
rehabilitation within their local community,”
says Annabelle Daniel, CEO of Women’s
Community Shelters.

Donate by visiting
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/MercyTree

2019 P&F
Committee
Thank you to those parents who have
volunteered to be a part of the 2019 Parents
and Friend’s Association Committee:
President: Aubrey Athaide
Vice President: Melissa Rodewald
Treasurer: Julie Ogle
Secretary: Carmel Malysiak
PRC Representative: Siva Veluppillai
Assistant PRC Representative: Nolan Dos
Remedios
Ordinary Members: Anita Abdisho,
Betty Bosilkoski and Diana Stefanovski
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Social Coordinator: Patricia Samios

A New Era
Back to the Future for the OLMC Uniform
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For the first time in over 20 years, OLMC Parramatta has a new College uniform, heralding a change from red and green to blue,
a colour that has featured prominently not only in past College uniforms, but also in the habits of the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta.
Principal Mr Stephen Walsh says the
change symbolically coincides with the
College’s 130th anniversary and is an
opportunity to connect with OLMC’s
rich Mercy heritage: “Blue is recognised
globally as a colour associated with the
Mercy charism. Many past uniforms of the
College featured blue and the Sisters of
Mercy Parramatta also wore blue habits
that were a very close shade to our Mercy
Blue colour. In the Catholic tradition, blue
is also widely considered a Marian colour.
Our two primary colours, two shades of
blue, therefore tell the story both of Our
Lady and of the Mercy Charism; they
visually signify Our Lady of Mercy!”

Deputy Principal Mrs Marie Wood
says this is a valuable evolution of the
OLMC uniform which came out of broad
community consultation: “It was our
community who identified what we value
about our Mercy identity and determined
how best a uniform can represent this. This
involved the careful selection of colours,
patterns and styles to create what I believe
is a versatile uniform suite; from the
Summer and Winter Uniforms through to
the Sports Uniform, we have a consistently
modern uniform which represents our
twenty-first century dynamic learning
community.”

The new uniform symbolically honours the
College’s long and rich tradition: “In the
Crest, we increased the size of the Mercy
Cross to emphasise that we are deeply
anchored in the Mercy tradition. The Seven
Bars represent the seven Spiritual and
Corporal Works of Mercy. They also signify
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, embodying
the College’s Catholic identity in the Mercy
tradition. Continuing the Marian theme,
the College motto remains, Sub Tuum
Praesidium, which means under your
(Our Lady’s) protection,” says Principal
Stephen Walsh.

The bold, crisp new uniform
is confidently worn by the students
and they are instantly recognised
within the broader community as
being young Mercy women.
Mrs Marie Wood, Deputy Principal

“The girls are empowered to engage in
all activities in the school day with ease
and comfort. This uniform revitalisation is a
wonderful way to mark our anniversary of
130 years of Mercy Education in Western
Sydney,” says Deputy Principal Mrs Marie
Wood.

Year 11 student Josephine Engelman is
a fan of the new uniform: “I believe this
uniform reflects how a Mercy Education
at OLMC is constantly growing, evolving,
and adapting in the modern world. More
specifically, I really like the new Senior
Winter Uniform as I think it looks very classy
and sophisticated.”
Mrs Gabrielle Scanlon, Acting Director of
Mission, recalls being part of the first Year
11 group to wear the new white and green
striped dress: “I remember so clearly the
excitement of having a green cardigan and
blazer! As Year 11 Seniors, we were so proud
to be wearing this brand new uniform. We
were also fortunate to have been part of
the planning and discussion around the
uniform change. Now I sit back and look at
the new blue uniform with such affection. I
hope the girls realise they are all a part of
something big and unique.”
Mrs Louise Weihen is also an ex-student
and is the College’s VET Leader of Learning
and Careers Co-ordinator. She feels
the new uniform is a contemporary and
corporate look for the students: “I am so
happy to see that Mercy Blue has become
a feature and highlight of the uniform
again. During my time at the College, my
favourite uniform item was my Mercy Blue
Bolero. It is a lovely link back to tradition in
this our 130th year as a College.”

The OLMC Uniform – A Journey Through Time
Winter Uniform

Senior Students

1933
EARLY

1938

Prefects

1900s
5th Year Winter Uniform

Basketball Uniform

1941
1944

1946

Kindergarten Summer Uni

form
Senior Prefects

1952

1955

1953

1955

1961

Winter Uniform
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1956

Winter Uniform
with Hat

New Summer Uniform

Sports Uniform

1961

1964

Sports Uniform

1968

New Sports Uniform

1980

New Senior Uniform with
Bla

zer and Beret

1980

Netball Uniform

1980
1980
1991

1987

Junior Summer Uniform

Senior Uniform

Uniform Change
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1994

2019

2019

1995

Summer Uniform

2002

Senior Winter
Uniform

2019

OLMC Alumnae News

OLMC
Alumnae Association
The Alumnae tradition at OLMC Parramatta began in 1922.
Since that time, the Alumnae has focused
on maintaining friendships and social
contact and celebrating ex-student
achievements. Generations of women
educated at OLMC have shared their
wisdom, experience and mentorship with
current students of the day.

Alumnae Activities
• host an annual gathering of ex-students
at the Reunion Day;
• support the OLMC Parramatta Alumnae
Scholarship;

• receive nominations and present the
Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award at
a College Assembly;
• host the Alumnae Welcome gathering
for Year 12 graduates;
• participate as Alumnae Ambassadors at
the College Open Day;
• sponsor Year 12 Graduation Awards for
academic achievement and leadership;
• liaise with the College Principal and staff
on a range of College projects.

Elections for the Alumnae Committee are
held every two years at the Annual Reunion
Day AGM. The three committee meetings
held during the year focus on preparation
for upcoming events.
Ex-students who are interested in the work
of the Alumnae Committee are warmly
encouraged to nominate for election. It’s
a fun and fulfilling way to give back to
your community. Please contact Andrea
Kohler (Secretary) or Christine Robertson
(President) via email at alumnae@olmc.
nsw.edu.au using Attn Alumnae Committee
in the subject line.

OLMC Parramatta Alumnae Scholarship
For 130 years, OLMC Parramatta has been educating women of Western Sydney. Thousands of women have
benefited from an excellent education in the rich Mercy tradition.
This year, the first OLMC Parramatta Alumnae Scholarship was awarded to a student entering the College in Year 7. We look
forward to welcoming our scholarship recipient for Year 7, 2020.
Ex-students with family members enrolling at OLMC in the coming years are encouraged to visit the College website and to
read the eligibility and application details found under Enrolments / Mercy Scholarships. To be considered for the Scholarship,
candidates must be the daughter/granddaughter/or great granddaughter of an ex-student of the College who is also a registered
member of the Alumnae Association. Applications for scholarships for Year 7, 2021 entry will open in Term 4 this year.

Stay Connected with
Your Alumnae Association
Register to attend the

Reunion Day
in September and invite
your school friends

Follow OLMC on

Facebook

facebook.com/olmcparramatta

Twitter

twitter.com/OLMCParramatta

LinkedIN

linkedin.com/school/olmcparramatta

www.olmc.nsw.edu.au

• Complete the Alumnae Application Form
on the College website.
• Download (PDF), scan and
email completed form to:
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au OR
• Phone the College on (02) 9683 3300
and request that a form be mailed to
you. Post your completed form to
the College.

Help build
the Alumnae
You can help the Alumnae to thrive by
encouraging your school friends to register
with the Alumnae database and also by
emailing your news of achievements
and life milestones as they occur to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au.
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Instagram

instagram.com/olmc_parramatta

Update/Register your
details on the Database

Check the OLMC
website regularly

Honouring Mercy Women
Celebrating 10 years of the
Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award
Introduced in 2009, the Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award is a way of acknowledging and celebrating the great
achievements of the OLMC Alumnae community.
The Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award
invites ex-students to identify fellow
classmates who meet the eligibility criteria,
and whose story would be an inspiration to
current OLMC students.

As beneficiaries of a
Mercy Education - spanning
130 years in Parramatta - we
each have been empowered
to be compassionate, to lead
with courage, to act justly and,
most importantly, to make a
difference in whatever sphere
of life we have chosen.
Christine Robertson,
OLMC Alumnae Association President

There are many Mercy women who
may not have received community
acknowledgement or public recognition
through other awards who would be ideal
for nomination.
It is necessary that the Award nominee is
prepared to speak at a College Assembly
should she be the successful recipient.
Her address would ideally highlight the
influence that an OLMC education had on
her chosen life path and purpose.

Award Criteria
We seek nominations of an ex-student
whose life and relationships demonstrate
the following:
1. She has made a difference, through her
influence or impact, to those whose lives
she has touched; and
2. Her contributions in the home, in local
communities or on the national or
international stage, are beyond what
would normally arise from promotion
to senior leadership positions or to the
prestige of one’s place of employment.

Nominations are accepted only via written
submission. They can be emailed to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au or posted to:

Some examples of the ways in which
this woman may have demonstrated a
commitment to Mercy Values include:

OLMC Alumnae Association President
Locked Mail Bag 14
PO North Parramatta NSW 1750

• Commitment to and involvement in
social justice activities benefiting local,
Australian or international communities;

The Alumnae Committee, through the
College Principal, will formally advise the
successful Award recipient and her nominator
of the decision in November. The Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award will be presented
at a College Assembly in early 2020.

• Active engagement in voluntary work
beyond paid employment;
• Being a role model or mentor through
personal, academic or professional
achievement.

Nomination Process
To nominate an ex-student, please
complete the Catherine McAuley Alumnae
Award Nomination Form which can be
accessed on the College website
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/CMAAward.
Please note that it is important that the
nomination address both criteria and
provide examples of ways your Nominee
has strived for excellence and displayed a
commitment to Mercy Values in her life.

24 | OLMsCene

In addition, Nominees are requested to
provide an additional outline focusing on
how the Mercy Values are incorporated into
her everyday home and professional life.
This document would give insight into the
Nominee as a whole person and how her
Mercy Education influences her approach
to life and work, including those aspects
which have been noted in the nomination.
It is preferable that the Nominee herself
write this reflection.

Nominations for the 2019 Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award are now open
and close on Wednesday 31 July 2019.

Enquiries
Should you require any assistance or
have any questions regarding preparing a
nomination, please contact the Alumnae
Secretary or the Alumnae Archives Liaison
Officer by email at alumnae@olmc.nsw.
edu.au or by phoning College Reception
on (02) 9683 3300.

OLMC Alumnae News

Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award
2018 Recipient: Dr Melissa Hunfalvay
Dr Melissa Hunfalvay (HSC 1991) is the recipient of the 2018 Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award. Melissa accepted her award and addressed the College community
at an Assembly on Tuesday 14 May 2019.
Melissa is a world renowned scientist and
researcher and is a co-founder of RightEye.
She currently lives in the United States where
her expertise is devoted to solving scientific
questions using eye tracking technology
to better understand the human condition.
Since graduating in 1991, Melissa’s career
path has included being a professional
Tennis athlete on the US, Australian and
European Tennis circuits, an internationally
recognised coach to both junior Tennis
professionals and Paralympians, and
a visionary.
What motivated your scientific research?
I completed a Doctorate in Kinesiology
(Sports Science and Psychology) at the
University of Virginia in 2004. In examining
human performance, I identified many
individuals who had suffered terribly
because of either an incorrect diagnosis
or a diagnosis only when it was obvious
and towards the end of a disease state. In
my family, my grandfather was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s Disease late in life. I
remember my grandmother suddenly
having her life changed as she became his
full-time caregiver. I want my work to make
a difference for other patients and to the
families and friends who provide care and
support to their loved ones during periods
of ill-health.
Medical care and the technology that is
used to supplement care is expensive.
Helping those who may not be able to
afford these costs has been an important
component of my work. I have conducted

assessments of prisoners in jail. Often this
demographic have never had a basic eye
exam. They have a much higher likelihood
of being labelled or misdiagnosed with other
conditions and, as a consequence, may be
prescribed unnecessary medication. Using
our diagnostic products, the assessed need
for glasses has far-reaching consequences,
beyond better vision. The correct diagnosis
led to a change in the individual’s outlook
on themselves – an awareness that they
were “not dumb” but rather, could just not
see well. Such a realisation, coupled with
appropriate intervention, can be one step in
a lifelong journey to turn things around for
the better.
What have been the practical applications
of your research?
My research has led to the creation of
RightEye and quantitative eye-tracking
products that allow doctors to make more
informed decisions for their patients.
Examples include the early and accurate
diagnosis of a number of movement
disorders like Huntington’s Disease, such that
the quality of a person’s life can be readily
improved.
For children with special needs (particularly
those with autism), accurate and early
diagnosis to obtain special services at key
developmental times potentially makes
the difference between a child developing
into a self-sufficient adult or a person who
cannot live independently. Our research
has diagnosed children with autism more
accurately and as early as six months of age.

Without hesitation I
would say my education at
OLMC helped develop my
determination, resilience and
grit to never give up.
Dr Melissa Hunfalvay.

In what ways did your time at OLMC help
you to be the best you could be?
Without hesitation I would say it helped
develop my determination, resilience and grit
to never give up. Broadly speaking, Mercy
Values have been important in my life as
they are a guide as to how to treat people.
I feel a responsibility to provide products
and services that reflect these values and a
personal commitment to enabling anyone
who needs such services the availability to
use them and acquire benefit from them.
What would be your advice to Mercy Girls
about pursuing their dreams?
Be persistent and be willing to fail;
experiencing failure is a valuable learning
experience.
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OLMC Alumnae Reunion Day
Sunday 22 September, 2019
Celebrate 130 Years of Mercy Education at OLMC Parramatta with your Alumnae
Reunion Day is an annual opportunity for ex-students to come together and celebrate their
shared memories and the friendships formed at the College. The 2019 Reunion Day is a
particularly special occasion as the College is celebrating our 130th anniversary year. This is
the key anniversary celebration for College Alumnae.

Registration
• Registration is essential
• The Luncheon Fee is $25. This is payable by cash on the day (it is still essential to register
beforehand) OR before the day by direct deposit to Westpac 032-078 Account 35-9781.
Please make sure your surname appears in the description field.

Reunion Day Program
10.00am

Entry to College grounds is via the Ross Street Gate. At the Reunion Welcome
Table, you can make payment, collect a program and your name tag.
Members of the Student Leadership Team will escort groups on College Tours
to the newer sections of the College grounds.

11.00am

Mass will be in the Mother Mary Clare Dunphy Chapel. Music will be provided
by OLMC ensembles and the Milestone Years will be acknowledged.

12.00 –
3.00pm

The light luncheon and catch-up will be in the Edith Angel Hall.
Alumnae ‘I am a Mercy Girl’ mugs will be on sale for $5 each.

2.00pm

The Alumnae Association 2019 AGM and Committee elections will take
place during the luncheon.

Reunion Day Mass: Assistance
and Involvement Requested
Ex-students, especially those
celebrating their Milestone Year, are
encouraged to contact the committee
prior to the day to nominate to
participate in the Reunion Day Mass as
Readers or in the Entrance or
Offertory Processions.
Please contact us by 14 September by
emailing alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au
(Attn: Sister Barbara in the subject line),
or phoning College Reception (02)
9683 3300 and leaving your details.
We particularly seek help from exstudents for the following:
• Finding the names of Alumnae
deceased since the last Reunion Day
(to be read out during the Mass).
• Collating memories of the 2019
Milestone Year Groups. Ex-students
who graduated in 1959, 1969, 1979,
1989, 1999 or 2009 are asked to
consider symbolic items of your
Milestone Year Group which you
may be able to bring along for
inclusion in the Entrance Procession
and any other intentions which the
Year Group wishes to include.
• Please contact Sister Barbara
McDonough before Reunion Day at
blcktwn@iprimus.com.au or phone
(02) 9831 4675 if you can help with
any of these items.

Please RSVP by Friday 14 September, 2019
• Email alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au (use Alumnae Reunion Day in the subject line) OR
• Phone College Reception on (02) 9683 3300
• In your RSVP, please remember to include any requests such as special dietary requirements or disabled parking needs.
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Mercy Futures
In March, the first Mercy Futures event for the year was
held in the Catherine McAuley Rooms of the Sisters of
Mercy Parramatta Congregation Centre. Attendees heard
from Michael Lloyd-White from the World Kindness
Project about why he is passionate about kindness and
his journey to becoming CEO of World Kindness USA. In
June at the second session we heard an inspirational talk
from Jon Owen, Pastor and CEO of the Wayside Chapel.

OLMC Alumnae News

Milestone
Year Groups
Milestone Years celebrate when a class
group has left the College 10, 20, 30,
40, 50 or 60 years prior. The Milestone
Years are calculated from when the
class group finished either the Leaving
Certificate or the HSC, but includes
all girls from that cohort who left
school earlier (after the Intermediate
or School Certificate). This year, as
mentioned, we are celebrating final
year graduation groups ending with 9.

2019 College Open Day
Alumnae Ambassadors
Alumnae Committee members were joined by over 20 alumnae from a range of graduating
years to support the annual College Open Day for prospective students and their families.
The Open Day event showcases the range of opportunities and resources offered by
the College and its facilities. The personal stories and anecdotes shared by Alumnae
Ambassadors with our visitors provided insights into an education in the Mercy tradition
on offer to girls enrolled at OLMC Parramatta. We were lucky enough to be joined by exstudent Patricia Hollman, who graduated in 1960, who came along to reminisce and share
her stories and photos.

Seating arrangements for the Reunion
Day luncheon are informal as tables
are labelled to facilitate seating of
ex-students with others from a similar
decade. However, if known in advance,
table reservations can be made for
any Year Group. Please contact Sister
Barbara McDonough at blcktwn@
iprimus.com.au or phone (02) 9831
4675 to advise group numbers
or anything the group may like to
incorporate into their day.
To mark 130 years of Mercy Education
at Parramatta, a Reunion Day Cake
will be cut by our oldest known and
available ex-student, Gloria McGrath.
We are thrilled to have Gloria join us
as her links with OLMC were extended
by her years on the College staff as an
OLMC Librarian.
The Diamond Class (1959) is well on
the way to making contact with each
other and gathering as special guests
of the Alumnae Committee. To register
your membership as a graduate of
the Leaving Certificate Class of 1959
or Intermediate Class of 1957, please
contact Kerry Lambley (nee Mansfield)
at: k.lambley42@hotmail.com.
The Golden Class (1969) have
organised a reunion function in
Parramatta the day before Reunion
Day. In addition, a representative
group plan to attend the Reunion Day
Mass and the student-led tours. For
further information, please contact
Jennifer Newton (nee Ingrey) at:
fiftyyearsonolmc64-69@hotmail.com.

Deanna Alivira Dajuk (HSC 1998), pictured right,
sadly passed away on 30 November 2018. Deanna
was the beloved daughter of Stephania Dujuk
(Leaving Certificate 1964). May she rest in peace.
Marjorie Ann King died on 2 January 2019.
She was 101 years old.
Patricia Kavanagh (Leaving Certificate 1960)
sadly passed away in February this year.
Sister Kathleen Dowse (Leaving Certificate 1947)
sadly passed away in June this year.
Sister Margaret Rowe (Leaving Certificate 1951)
sadly passed away at the end of last year.
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Members of the Milestone classes of
1979, 1989, 1999, 2009 who intend
to come to Reunion Day are asked to
contact Sister Barbara McDonough
at blcktwn@iprimus.com.au. In her
role as Alumnae Archives Liaision
Officer, Sister Barbara is especially
keen to assist ex-students with collating
contact details of classmates from the
Alumnae database for the purposes of
organising reunion gatherings.

May they Rest in Peace

