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Principal’s Report

From the Principal
2019: The Year of Service
“Be the unseen hero in 130” is the motto of the Year 12 cohort of 2018/19, in what will be the OLMC Year of Service.
As I write this report, we are coming closer to the end of the 2018 school year and the commencement of 2019 –
the 130th Anniversary of the College.
The Parramatta Sisters of Mercy celebrate
their 130th Anniversary on 8 December,
2018. The founding of the Parramatta
congregation of the Sisters of Mercy in 1888
was a direct result of the close relationship
between Cardinal Moran and the Sisters of
Mercy in Callan in Kilkenny, Ireland. Cardinal
Moran had a strong sense of mission and
this spirit was shared by the Sisters at
Callan. Mother Mary Clare Dunphy was
the leader of the group of nine Sisters who
responded to the Cardinal’s invitation to
serve the Parramatta community.
The relatively young group of women was
inspired with a spirit of adventure and
missionary zeal; they were leaving their
homeland for the ‘ends of the earth’ – never
to return!
On Friday 12 October 1888, the Sisters,
accompanied by Cardinal Moran, set sail
on the ‘Cuzco’ and arrived in Sydney on
29 November 1888. By 5 December 1888,
four of the Sisters had set up residence in
Parramatta. The other five joined them a
week later. The first Mass was celebrated
on 8 December, the feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary.
From early records, we learn that the
Sisters wasted no time in embracing their
mission of Mercy wholeheartedly. On 9
December they took children for Catechism
after Sunday Mass and visited the sick in

Parramatta Hospital. They also visited those
who were in the Macquarie Street Asylum.
Before the end of the first year, the Sisters
had prepared many Catholics at the asylum
for Confirmation.
On 10 December 1888, the Sisters opened
the primary school with 55 students and on
7 January 1889, they opened the secondary
school with seven girls. A few months later,
there were 138 students enrolled in the
primary school and 24 in the high school.

As we enter our 130th year, let us,
as the broader OLMC community,
continue to be inspired to serve by
the example of Catherine McAuley,
the Sisters of Mercy and the
many thousands of women who
have passed through the gates of
OLMC Parramatta. These women
have served our community and
have made a difference to the
lives of others.
Mr Stephen M Walsh, Principal

Over the next 20 years, the Sisters
established a further 11 schools from
Woolloomooloo to North Parramatta, in
addition to opening St Michael’s boy’s
orphanage in Baulkham Hills and St Brigid’s
girl’s orphanage in Ryde. This extraordinary
response to need was replicated in each of
the decades that followed with a further 33
schools opened and/or extended between
1908 and 1988.
The Sisters’ ministry and service efforts
were not limited to primary and secondary
education. The visitation of the sick
commenced on the first day after the Sisters
arrived, and continues to the present day,
now incorporating residential aged care,
nursing, physiotherapy, counselling, and
pastoral care roles in various health and
aged care facilities.
Adapted from the Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta website.

The Sisters of Mercy were inspired by
Catherine McAuley, who knew the power
of a women’s influence. Today, we often
refer to this influence as leadership and,
particularly, as servant leadership. It
was Catherine McAuley’s wholehearted
commitment to serving those who were
longing for God’s Mercy that encouraged
other women, such as the Parramatta
Sisters of Mercy, to share in her life’s work.
As I was reading about Catherine McAuley
and the Sisters of Mercy, I came across an
article that identified 10 servant leadership
principles that should guide us as we serve
the needs of our community:
1. Listening
Learning to listen: we should always listen
first before we speak.
2. Empathy
The servant leader always empathises and
always accepts the person.
3. Healing
Meaning to make whole, to feel compassion
and stand with those in need.
4. Self-Awareness
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Awareness is not a giver of solace — it is
just the opposite. It is a disturber and an
awakener.

ABOVE: Venerable Catherine McAuley
LEFT: The founding Parramatta Sisters of Mercy
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5. Persuasion
Building consensus within groups: servant
leaders seek to convince others, rather
than coerce compliance. The servant leader
is effective in building consensus within
groups.
6. Conceptualisation beyond day-to-day
realities
Servant leaders need to have a sense of
the unknowable and be able to foresee the
unforeseeable. Intuition is a feel for patterns,
the ability to generalise based on what has
happened previously.
7. Foresight
Foresight is a better than average guess
about what is going to happen in the future.
It begins with a state of mind.
8. Stewardship
All people in leadership play significant roles
in holding their institutions in trust for the
greater good of society.
9. Commitment to the Growth of People
Servant leaders believe that people have
an intrinsic value beyond their tangible
contributions as workers.
10. Building Community
Servant leaders seek to identify a means for
building community.

Margaret Wheately stated: “The essential
truth I’m discovering right now is that when
we are together, more becomes possible.
When we are together, joy is available. More
and more, I believe that if the real work is to
stay together, then we are not only the best
resource to move into the future—we are
the only resource. We need to learn how to
be together: that is the essential work of the
servant leader.”
So, as we enter our 130th year, let us, as
the broader OLMC community, continue
to be inspired by the commitment to serve
demonstrated by Catherine McAuley,
the Sisters of Mercy and the many
thousands of women who have passed
through the gates of OLMC Parramatta.
These women have served our
community and made a difference to
the lives of others.
Mr Stephen M Walsh
Principal
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OLMC NEWS

Students across the College were
welcomed back to Term 3 with a new
flexible learning space, a refurbished set
of classrooms in the Brigid Shelley building.
The excitement and anticipation of the girls
as they entered this redesigned learning
space for the first time was very special.
In redesigning this space, the College
prioritised flexible features to enable
collaboration, creativity and autonomy, all
important parts of the OLMC transforming
learning framework. A positive effect on
learning may be achieved in classrooms
where flexibility and student ownership
are prioritised. This is a prototype space
and staff and students will continually reevaluate its use. 
On Saturday 8 September, parents,
staff, students and friends of the
College gathered in the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre for the 2018 P&F
Event, Comedy for a Cause. It was a
wonderful chance for our community to
come together for a fun evening, raising
money for the Mercy Tree.

Learning spaces continue to
change and respond to changes
in pedagogy and learning.
OLMC aims to continue to be
agile with learning spaces into the
future. The College is committed
to improving and deepening our
practice, and we are excited about
the opportunities posed by the
newly refurbished learning space.
Ms Gemma VandePeer,
Director of Teaching and Learning
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In October, Chantal Zhang, Elizabeth
Wong, Riley Rodewald and Martha Buitizon
from Year 9 attended the inaugural Mercy
6 Retreat at Rahamim Ecology and
Eco-Spirituality Centre in Bathurst.
The Retreat Centre is a special work of
the Sisters of Mercy and the girls learnt
about sustainable farming, bee keeping,
community gardens and eco spirituality.
The girls were invited to attend due to their
keen interest in the environment. 
Our future Mercy Girls had multiple
opportunities to get to know their new
school and their fellow Mercy Girls
throughout November. In mid-November,
the College was buzzing for the Year
7, 2019 Student Testing and Parent
Information Morning where future Mercy
Girls undertook the Allwell Test in the Edith
Angel Hall while their parents attended
information sessions led by the College
Leadership Team. They also watched a
fashion parade preview of the new College
Uniform. On November 29, future Mercy
Girls attended Orientation Day. 

On Saturday 13 October, Mercy Girls
and staff attended a special ceremony to
mark the launch of a ground painting
by Ngemba artist Danny Eastwood.
The ground painting was commissioned
by the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta to
recognise and acknowledge the continuous
occupation and lived culture of the Darug
people in this area. It is situated near the
gravel driveway on the Victoria Road side of
the College, near the plaque that marks the
site of the first Convent in Australia (which
was built by the Sisters of Charity in 1839).
Guest of honour, artist Danny Eastwood,
spoke about the painting, The Journey, and
the meaning of the various elements. He has
used traditional Aboriginal designs to depict
aspects of the local Parramatta area, and
to reflect the various ministries of groups
of Religious Women who have lived and
ministered on this site and beyond, including
the Sisters of Mercy from Callan, Ireland. 
Our 2018/2019 Student Leadership
Team was announced, for the first time, in
June, two months earlier than usual. Our
2018/2019 Head Girl is Sophie Brown,
Assistant Head Girl is Sydrael Fajardo,
SRC President is Elisa Halwe and SRC
Vice President is Laura Bechara. The
College has implemented a new system
for Student Leadership in 2018 in order
to give our Student Leaders four terms of
leadership (Terms 3 and 4 and Terms 1 and
2) and to give our outgoing Year 12 Mercy
Girls more time to focus on their learning
and preparation for the Trial and HSC
Examinations from June to November. 

OLMC NEWS

OLMC ex-student and current PDHPE
teacher Amanda Farrugia was invited
by Prime Minister Scott Morrison to
attend a function with The Duke and
Duchess of Sussex. Amanda has made
a significant contribution to raising the
profile of women in sport as the Captain
of the ALFW GWS Giants. 

Mercy Girls participated in a number of
activities including the Student House
Leaders’ Rowing Challenge and the Sally
Song Squat Challenge as part of National
Health and Physical Education (HPE)
Day in September. 

At a lunchtime in late October, the
playground erupted with cheers and
excitement as our Senior girls modelled
the brand new uniform for all Mercy
Girls to see. The girls walked through the
playground to show the new Summer and
Winter Junior and Senior Uniforms and the
Sports Uniform (including the reversible
bucket hat featuring navy on one side and
a House colour on the other). 

Walking through the playground
with the girls, there really was an
undeniable sense of exhilaration
and anticipation and, to me, that
says a lot about where we are as a
College community. As our 130th
year approaches, we are at a
place where, anchored in our rich
tradition, we are moving forward
into the future with confidence,
hope and excitement: that was
embodied in the excited faces of
Mercy Girls as they saw the
new uniform.
Mr Stephen M Walsh, Principal

On 24 July, OLMC welcomed 11 students
from Shonan Shirayuri Gakuen High
School. Students from this school have
been visiting our College for the past 25
years. The girls are hosted by OLMC
families. They attend lessons at our College
and also go on excursions to experience
the Australian way of life. 

In late August, fathers, grandfathers and
father figures in our College community
joined their daughters for the Father
Daughter Mass in the Mother Mary Clare
Dunphy Chapel and were acknowledged
for the influence they have in shaping their
daughters’ lives. Mr Peter Khouri spoke on
behalf of those present with heartfelt words
about his relationship with his daughter,
Lisa. Following the Mass, the OLMC
Parents and Friends Association provided a
delicious breakfast. 
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With live music from one of our College
Ensembles and food prepared and
served by our Year 11 Hospitality
students, the 2018 Art & TAS
Showcase opening night saw the
community come together to appreciate
the effort and dedication that our Year 12
Visual Arts students put into creating their
Major Works and enjoy the developing
talent of our younger students in Years
7 to 11. The showcase continued to
captivate visitors throughout Saturday day two of the exhibition. 

On Friday 26 October, Year 7 was privileged
to travel to Sydney Olympic Park to watch
the Invictus Games. Mercy Girls had the
chance to cheer on Year 10 student Summer
Giddings who ran in a Shuttle Relay and a
100m race, representing young athletes with
Cerebral Palsy. 

OLMC NEWS

In September we said farewell to Year 12
with a number of events, culminating in
the Graduation Mass and Ceremony.
This year, for the first time, the girls were
individually farewelled by their House
families. At their Farewell Assembly, they
presented the College with a gift of two
(solar powered) street/garden lights as a
symbol of their Mercy light, continuing to
shine in the College beyond 2018, drawing
on their chosen theme “Ignite your Mercy
Light.” Principal Stephen Walsh said the
Year 12 Mercy Girls have role-modelled for
all of us how, as young women, they can
make a difference – not only to our College
community but to the broader community:
“I thank each and every one of them for their
commitment to living our Mercy Values. This
cohort was given the enormous challenge of
leading the new College House System - a
task they readily took on board and, as a
result, they have left the College in a strong
position because of their leadership and
capacity to accept change with a growth
mindset. 

There has been a number of opportunities
to showcase the talents of Mercy Girls in
the area of Creative and Performing
Arts in Semester 2. In late August, the
annual Dance Showcase was held
in the Edith Angel Hall where families
were entertained with skilful dance
performances by students from Years 7
to 12. The atmosphere was exciting and
the performances were of a high calibre,
reflecting many hours of rehearsals and
the immense dedication of students and
staff. At the Musical Evening, held on
28 August, the College showcased more
creative talents of the students in the
form of music and singing with pieces
from ensembles and choirs as well as
solo performances, ranging from Jazz
and Classical to Modern music. Mercy
creative talent was again on display in
mid-November for the Year 9 Drama
Production. 

The theme chosen by Year
12, 2018 demonstrated their
understanding and commitment to
our faith in Christ - our light who
shows us the path to follow him
to the Kingdom. May Mary Mother
of Mercy and Venerable Catherine
McAuley shine brightly upon
you forever.
Mr Stephen M Walsh, Principal
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In late September, two Year 10 Mercy
Girls were delegates at the AMSSA
(Australasian Mercy Secondary
Schools Association) Conference in
Perth. The theme of the five day conference
was From Humble Beginnings and the
activities had a strong focus on reflecting
on our Mercy Heritage. 

In late August, Mercy Girls and staff
showed their support for Jersey Day by
wearing their favourite sporting team’s
jersey. Jersey Day raises awareness of
the Organ and Tissue Authority and the
DONATE LIFE Network. 

In late July, 80 Mercy Girls packed the
Catherine McAuley Library for a challenging
day of collaboration and learning,
participating in the annual Write a Book in
a Day Competition. 

In the October school holidays, the Mercy
Music and Performance Academy
partnered with the Sydney Symphony
Orchestra Fellows to run their annual three-day
orchestral workshop in the Edith Angel Hall.
The workshop drew over 75 students from all
over Sydney and beyond and culminated in a
special performance for parents (Image Credit:
Sydney Symphony Orchestra). 
On 1 August, Mercy musicians performed
alongside visitors from China in a special
concert in the Edith Angel Hall as part of
the Chinese Cultural Festival Sydney.
On the following Saturday night, the OLMC
Chamber Ensemble and Mercy Chorale
performed at the Festival’s Gala Concert at
the Sydney Opera House. 

2018 Women in Leadership Forum
Students, families, alumnae, staff and
friends of the College came together in the
Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre on the
evening of Wednesday 29 August, 2018
to witness and listen to four inspirational,
articulate women share their journey at the
second annual Women in Leadership
Forum.

2018 Women in Leadership Forum

Inspirational Stories at the

OLMC was privileged to have such a
diverse group of women join us for this
uplifting community evening. Marina Go,
Chairwoman of Wests Tigers, Justice
Julia Lonergan, Amanda Farrugia, OLMC
PDHPE teacher and Captain of the
AFLW GWS Giants and Carol Salloum,
restaurateur and owner of Almond Bar,
all shared their stories in ways that
were engaging, filled with humour and
underpinned with great honesty.
Deputy Principal Mrs Marie Wood said
stories emerged of careers that shifted
as opportunities arose, mentors advised
redirection and risks were taken: “The
common theme was having self-belief and
being prepared to ‘have a go.’ The Q&A
that followed allowed further insights to
emerge but, I have to say that one of the
most important of them was remembering
to be grateful; all of the speakers agreed
that it was vital to be grateful for everything
and everyone.”

The common theme of the 2018
Women in Leadership Forum
was the importance of having
self-belief and being prepared to
‘have a go.’
Mrs Marie Wood, Deputy Principal
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2018 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Semester 2, 2018
Student Achievements
Three Mercy Girls won prizes in
Screenshot 2018, the Art Gallery of
NSW’s student photography prize.
Alana Attard (Year 9) won the Intermediate
category for her photograph ‘Lights
Camera Action’ while Abigail Birgen
(Year 10) received Highly Commended
in the Intermediate category for her
photograph ‘Please hold a serious face’
and Simrat Kaur (Year 11) received Highly
Commended in the Senior category for her
photograph ‘Alysha.’
In September, Summer Giddings (Year
10) was presented with the Pierre de
Coubertin Award at the Australian
Institute of Sport. The Award recognises
secondary school students who
demonstrate values which are consistent
with the Olympic Movement through
participation in sporting activities.
The College’s Mock Mediation Team
made the Semi-final of the 2018
competition.
At an Assembly in August, The Right
Worshipful, the Lord Mayor of Parramatta,
Councillor Andrew Wilson, presented 2017
HSC high achiever Yamema Esber with
the inaugural John McClymont History
Award. This award is presented to the
highest scoring History student in the
Parramatta LGA from the previous year’s
HSC. The award is in honour of the late
John McClymont, a local historian and
former president of the Parramatta and
District Historical Society.
Year 10 girls Rachel Bailey and
Cassandra Holdaway came second in
the Parramatta Eisteddfod Telephone
Pairs while Claire Cottrell-Dormer and
Amelie-Aiko Loof came third.
Year 10 student Daphne Fong came
second in the Soroptimist International
Competition while Amelia Assaad (also
Year 10) came third.
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At the Australian Debating and Public
Speaking Titles in Brisbane in September,
Jessica D’Souza (Year 10) became the
first ever OLMC student to reach two finals
in this competition, in After Dinner Speaking
and Impromptu Speaking. Jessica came
third in the After Dinner Speaking Final.
Year 10 students Jessica D’Souza,
Daphne Fong and Yvette Roque
delivered an outstanding presentation
on the achievements of ex-OLMC Head
Girl Melanie Hogan at the Parramatta
Historical Society Public Speaking Day.

Tayla Milicevic (Year 7) was selected
to represent Metropolitan West in the
Football NSW State Championships.
Tayla’s team was undefeated and crowned
Under 14 Girls State Title Champions.
This year the inaugural OLMC Tennis
Championship was held at lunchtimes
during Term 2 to Term 4. Catherine Yue
(Year 7) was the Junior Singles winner, Mila
Purkovic (Year 10) was the Intermediate
Singles winner while Veronica Chacty
(Year 9) and Sarneet Kalsi (Year 9) were
the Doubles champions.
At the CGSSSA Tennis Competition,
Catherine Yue reached the Junior Singles
Semi-finals, while Ruby Sparks (Year 7)
and Angelene Lu (Year 8) reached the
Junior Doubles Semi-finals.
The OLMC PDSSSC Netball Team was
Junior Champion and Open Runners Up.
At the CGSSSA Aquathon, Alex Younes
(Year 11) was the Senior Individual
Champion while Amelia Harvie (Year 7)
and Emily Duque-Herrera (Year 7) were
the Junior Team Runners Up.
The OLMC PDSSSC Futsal Team were
Junior Champions.
Summer Giddings (Year 10) competed
at the World Cerebral Palsy Games in
Spain. She achieved Personal Bests in all
her events, two Gold Medals in the Long
Jump and 400m and a Silver Medal in the
200m. Summer also set a World Record in
her F35 Long Jump event, jumping 2.76m!
Tarni Sutton (Year 8) played for NSW
Metro in the Under 14s girls’ side in
the National Junior Indoor Cricket
Championships in Toowoomba in the
July school holidays. The team came third,
missing out on the Grand-final by only three
runs.
OLMC Cheerleaders won the Scholastic
Pom division at the AASCF Spring
Carnival for Cheer and Dance during the
October school holidays.
Summer Giddings (Year 10) competed
at the NSW All Schools Cross Country
Championships in July, finishing third in
the Secondary Multi Class age division and
qualifying for the School Sport Australia
Cross Country Championships on the
Sunshine Coast. Here she finished seventh
in the 16 to 19 Years 3km Multi Class
event.

At the CCC Athletics, OLMC was
represented by Cameron Khadi (Year 7),
Hannah Mathews (Year 8) and Summer
Giddings (Year 10). Summer Giddings
achieved a Bronze in Shot Put, two Silvers
in the 200m and 800m and two Golds in
the 100m and Long Jump.
At the NSW All Schools Athletics
Championships, held at Sydney Olympic
Park in September, OLMC was represented
by Brianna Weatherburn (Year 7), Ainslie
McNally (Year 7), Zsofia Varga-Strike
(Year 7) and Summer Giddings (Year 10).
Summer achieved a Silver in the 16-19
Years Multi Class 800m and a Gold in
the Long Jump and has now qualified to
compete at the Australian All Schools
Athletics Championships to be held in
December in Cairns.
Saskia Brothers (Year 10) travelled to
Buenos Aires during the October school
holidays to compete at the Youth Olympic
Games in Judo. Saskia finished seventh
out of 16 competitors in her division.
Ella Gillies (Year 10) competed in the
Pony Club NSW State Showjumping
Championships at Morriset in July. She
competed in four jumping disciplines for 15
to 17 year olds over the two days, coming
away with one fifth place, two eleventh
places and a thirteenth place (out of 20
riders).
Two Year 12 VET students received Rotary
Youth Vocational Awards: Siobhan
Gregory received an award for Hospitality
and Lucia Mazzotti received an award for
Business Services.

During the October school holidays, 37 Mercy
Girls took part in the Duke of Edinburgh
Adventure Journey which consisted of a fourday hiking/camping experience. Prior to this,
students worked on the other sections of the
program, including Physical Recreation, Skill and
Service.
The Duke of Edinburgh International Award
Scheme is a self-development program available
to all young people over the age of 14. The
Award is non-competitive and encourages
young people to set and achieve goals at a level
appropriate to their age and development. This
year, for the first time in many years, the Bronze
Award has been offered at OLMC to all students
in Years 9 and 10. The College is thrilled to have
49 students participating in this year’s program.

2018 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Duke of Edinburgh

Duke of Edinburgh participants include: Marta
Abicic, Jasmine Abouchrouche, Yasmine
Alwakal, Rhiannon Athaide, Jala Bakri,
Leilani Belessis, Rache Ben, Alyse Berry,
Martha Buitizon, Isabella Carney, Hannah
Castueras, Sabrina Catania, Kyah Day, Maheshi
Dharmadasa, Jo Engelman, Mia Fennell, Caitlin
Gallacher, Amelia Gifford, Annie Gittany, Charli
Golds, Zali Griffiths, Clarissa Guino, Chelsea Fu,
Tamsyn Houseman, Mehaara Joseph, Marinelle
Juan, Monique Khatri, Erin Marquez, Louise
Morched, Anne Nguyen, Rose Parajuli, Smrithi
Raghunathan, Riley Rodewald, Halle Rowe,
Gopika Satheesh, Haylee Shelton, Kate Sloane,
Franzine Soliman, Chetna Talwar, Trinity Tecala,
Helena Thomas, Carolina Tou, Olivia Towle, Laura
Trinder, Victoria Trinh, Winnie Vincent, Elizabeth
Wong, Vanessa Wong Kee and Muqi Zheng.
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OLMC Alumnae Stay Connected

Sharing Mercy Wisdom
OLMC Alumnae Stay Connected
Every year, ex-students step back through the College gates, eager to share their experience and wisdom with current Mercy Girls
and our broader community. Many ex-students return to their Alma Mater to coach students, be it in debating and public speaking, music
tuition, sport or through the new Academic Coaching Program, held in the Mercy After School Study Hub (MASSH).
Mercy Girls come back to attend both
College and Alumnae events, act as Open
Day Alumnae Ambassadors, present as
guest speakers in various subjects and
Assembly opportunities and willingly share
their stories with our community through
the OLMsCene Magazine. With so many
opportunities available to contribute to the
life of the College, you are very likely, on
any given day, to run into a familiar, smiling
ex-student’s face in the playground!
Principal Mr Stephen Walsh finds this
phenomenon truly encouraging: “To me
this speaks volumes about our community
but also about our Mercy approach. Our
girls treasure their student experience and
want to remain connected, deeply, to our
community and also to help other Mercy
Girls equally enjoy their OLMC experience.
It’s also a very Mercy approach as the girls
are staying connected by rolling up their
sleeves and working hard as coaches
and mentors, in the pursuit of Mercy
Excellence.”

A Mercy Girl never loses her
sense of community.
Mr Christopher Ostrowski
Public Speaking Coordinator

Excellence which is a day-long workshop
held at the end of every year. I think that
the girls come back because they love
their connection to the College and also
because they have a real sense of giving to
others. A Mercy Girl never loses her sense
of community. It’s also my observation that
involvement in the College through things
like Public Speaking mentoring develops
a sense of real worth. Additionally, current
students respond well to ex-students; they
relate to them so the model works well!”
Jodie Rodrigues completed her HSC
in 2013 and will soon be finishing her
Law degree and taking up employment
as a Graduate Solicitor in a boutique law
firm. She has mentored at the Public
Speaking Day of Excellence and assists
as an adjudicator at CSDA Debating
Competitions.
“In my time at OLMC, ex-students
would coach or judge Public Speaking
and Debating competitions. They were
wonderful role models and generous with
their time and knowledge. I hence decided I
would assist OLMC in a similar capacity.”
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Bridget Kirwan
The College’s strong Public Speaking and
Debating Program has fostered immense
talent over the years, with many of these
girls keen to return to give back. Public
Speaking Coordinator Mr Christopher
Ostrowksi says there is always a very
positive and enthusiastic response to
requests for help: “I ask ex-students to
be mentors at the Public Speaking Day of

Jodie believes that many of the
opportunities she received were made
possible because of the teachers and
ex-students who gave of their time as
volunteers: “I feel obliged to do my part to
ensure that current and future generations
of Mercy Girls are able to hone their
interests and skills in Public Speaking and
Debating.”
In 2017, the College piloted a new
Academic Coaching Program. The
program runs on two afternoons in the
Catherine McAuley Library and sees recent
ex-students work with current students
as academic coaches. Coaches provide

assistance with homework or assessment
tasks, assist students with independent
learning activities and provide help
with specific learning tasks. Assistance
for students is available in English,
History, Visual Arts, Religious Education,
Mathematics and Science.
Bridget Kirwan (HSC 2017) says it’s been
an honour to be part of the new Academic
Coaching Program: “I came on board to
assist the girls, and share knowledge that
I gained during my time at school. I have
found that the girls equally challenge me
to reflect on my learning, and I to continue
to learn through their insightful questioning
and willingness to understand new ideas. It
is my hope that the program continues to
foster a sense of Mercy community through
building friendly and helpful relationships
between coaches and the girls.”
For Bridget, it’s the community at OLMC
that makes a Mercy education unique:
“Not only does that community assist each
person through the sharing of knowledge,
but it urges reflection on how that
knowledge can be applied in order to help
others.”

A sense of Mercy pride
remains beyond graduation
and keeps a Mercy Girl
connected to her Alma
Mater. For me, coaching
and adjudicating is a
manifestation of this pride.
It’s important to contribute,
in some small way, to
ensure that OLMC’s tradition
of excellence in Public
Speaking and Debating
is maintained for many
generations to come.
Jodie Rodrigues (HSC 2013)

Bridget Kirwan (HSC 2017)

Tamara Kort (HSC 2017) feels the
Academic Coaching Program is a
wonderful idea as the girls are able to ask
questions about classwork or assessments
that they may not be confident to ask their
teacher: “This enables them to understand
concepts they struggle with and
consequently boost their self-esteem. The
girls connect with us on a different level as
we have only recently graduated.
Samantha Mesia (HSC 2017) came on
board as an academic coach because
she felt it would allow her to share her
knowledge and guide fellow young Mercy
Girls in receiving the best Mercy education:
“I wanted to give back to the community
that has supported me throughout the
years, so I am happy to be of service to
my Alma Mater, the College of my heart
always!”

For Samantha, there are many things that
make a Mercy Girl special: “she has an
infectious laugh and her smile is heartwarming. Her optimism is admirable while
her determination is inspirational. Her
courage paves the way for her confidence
to shine as she showcases her talents
to the world. Most of all, a Mercy Girl is
so special because she has a heart that
continues to have compassion for those
around her.”
The College has a rich history of Musical
excellence, with many students choosing
to pursue their passion for music both at
the College and beyond. It comes as no
surprise then that many of our talented
musicians return to the College as tutors.
Mr Paul Witney, the College’s Director of
Music Performance, says it’s inspiring to
see Mercy Girls return because it highlights
how OLMC helped spark and foster
their passion for music: “I think they like
coming back; they are often students who
really loved school and enjoy using their
talents in an environment they love. I also
think current students like to see musical
excellence modelled for them by alumnae.
In any given year, we would have about
three to five ex-students on our peripatetic
instrumental tutoring team.”

Tamara Kort

Emily Dwyer (HSC 2017) is a Netball
coach and umpire at the College. She is
studying Biomedical Engineering at UTS.
Emily played Netball for OLMC throughout
her time at the College and had many exstudent coaches over that period: “From
those experiences, I knew I would love
to coach at OLMC. I began umpiring for
OLMC when I was in Year 12 and really
enjoyed it, so I continued after school.”
For Emily, the fact that OLMC has so many
ex-student coaches is a tribute to its strong
sense of community: “We feel such a
sense belonging when we graduate, so it is
refreshing to come back to the College and
stay involved. I think many of us had such
a great school experience, which included
ex-students sharing their talents and skills
with us, so it feels natural to continue their
legacy!”
Madeline Burnett completed her HSC
in 2008 and is a Senior Commercial
Analyst for Lion Pty Ltd. As an OLMC
Netball coach and umpire, Madeline
echoes Emily’s perspective on the Mercy
community: “I love feeling connected with
school. In this role, I have also been able
to develop my mentoring skills and my
ability to give feedback. I have learnt how
to work with different personalities. It has
allowed me to take on critical feedback and
has created strong bonds between myself
and numerous girls, allowing them another
outlet to discuss problems and for us to
work through them as a team.”

In my experience, Mercy Girls
are driven and motivated to
do the best they can. They
always have a smile on their
face and are enthusiastic
about everything they do,
even homework!
Tamara Kort (HSC 2017)
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On the sporting field, this
pattern continues. OLMC Sports
Coordinator Mr Stuart Guthrie
says the response is always
very good when he approaches
graduating Year 12 girls to gauge
interest in sports coaching: “A
majority of the coaches are studying
at university but there are many
outside that age range too. The
girls are always keen to be involved
and give back to OLMC – they get
a sense of community connection
and also great experience. Our
current students also really like
having ex-student coaches
because they remember them - so
it all works very well!”

Samantha Mesia

OLMC Alumnae Stay Connected

The spirit of learning is driven
by the Mercy Values which
encourage us all to achieve
academically, but also inspire
a sense of purpose within
our education. It has been
a privilege to return to the
College each week and, once
again, experience the positive
atmosphere that drives the
Mercy community.

“I think that the girls can easily
connect with us because
we’ve been through the same
experiences. They see us as
fellow students, thus creating a
level of trust and confidence. Over time, the
girls open up about what skills they want
to improve on and the goals they want to
achieve which makes it easier for us coaches
to know what to work on with them.”

OLMC Alumnae Stay Connected

Sharing Mercy Wisdom
continued...

Madeline feels that so many ex-students
choose to share their talents and skills with
younger Mercy Girls because OLMC is, at
its core, a supportive environment: “The
teachers are there to help and the girls
respect and respond to you because you
have the same values.”
Sophia Owad (HSC 2017) is also a Netball
coach. She is studying a Bachelor of
Accounting on a Coop Scholarship at UTS.
Sophia agrees that so many Mercy Girls
want to stay connected to OLMC because
of their positive student experiences. For
Sophia, a Mercy Girl is special because
her values stay with her forever: “A Mercy
education is grounded in compassion and
love.”
Jasmine-Rose Norah graduated in 2017
and was awarded a Cadetship, which
sees her study Business part-time at UTS
and work full-time as an auditor at Ernst &
Young. Since she was a junior, she knew
she wanted to coach Netball at OLMC.
Jasmine treasures her memories of College
life: “We had it so good at OLMC and I
feel like I didn’t totally appreciate it until I

Emily Dwyer
left. Staying connected to my Alma Mater
through coaching really allows me to feel
I’m giving back to the school that gave me
so much.”
Coaching, Jasmine feels, has helped
her develop important new skills: “I’ve
come to appreciate what it means to be a
good leader. Coaching younger girls has
allowed me to develop my communication
skills and challenged me to shape my
leadership style to their needs. There is

also a mentoring element to coaching and
I am grateful for the chance to grow my
mentoring skills.”
“OLMC equipped me with the skills I
needed to venture out into the world. I think
there’s no better way to give back than
to assist in the development of younger
students. For any alumnae who may be
contemplating returning to the College as
a coach, I would recommend it as it is very
rewarding.”

Sustainability at OLMC
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In 2016, the College undertook an
Environmental Impact Assessment,
inspired by the Year of Mercy and by Pope
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si, regarding
the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.
The College’s Environmental Impact
Assessment was prepared to provide
a benchmark of the school’s current
carbon footprint, with a view to reduce
and monitor this into the future. More
broadly, OLMC is committed to embedding
the principles of sustainability across all
elements of the College. To coordinate this
work, a Sustainability Committee was
established to work on the development
of the College Sustainability Statement, to
identify and prioritise College Environmental
Objectives and to launch the 2018
Environmental Management Action Plan.
This plan and the Sustainability Statement
can be viewed on the College website.

EcOLMC, a co-curricular student group
dedicated to promoting sustainability
awareness, held Sustainability Week in
Week 7 of Term 2. The week’s activities
invited staff and students to consider
the many ways, as individuals and as a
community, we can make a difference in
caring for our planet. Ms Grace Vegesana
from the Australian Youth Climate Coalition
spoke to staff and students about how
schools can become more active in
promoting climate justice.
The College’s Sustainability Committee
and EcOLMC are working together to
investigate new environmentally sustainable
solutions, such as the installation of a
vegetable garden, composting and a worm
farm at Roseneath, and to contribute ideas
about sustainable design for the next
Capital Master Plan for 2019 - 2028.

Mercy Day 2018 marked an important
moment in the College’s commitment
to sustainability: “Mercy Day is a timely
reminder that Mercy invites each of us to a
change of heart, a change of behaviour and
a change of direction, towards each other
and creation,” said Mrs Clare Thomas,
Director of Mission. At the commencement
of the Mercy Day Mass, it was announced
that OLMC is working towards becoming
a plastic-free school, where we will
commit to environmentally sustainable
solutions, demonstrating the Mercy Value
of Stewardship.
In Term 4, 2018, EcOLMC collected plastic
bottles, juice cartons and aluminium drink
cans to be recycled through Envirobank.
The proceeds will go to support the charity
Riding for the Disabled.

Mercy Day 2018

Building a better future on
Mercy Day 2018
Every Mercy Girl helped to build a better future and turn lives around through the House
fundraising activities which were a key new feature of Mercy Day in 2018.
Creativity and passion were on display as
students worked together in their Houses
to run games and fun challenges, food and
sweet stalls and raffles to raise money for
Mercy Works projects.
On 23 October, Kingsley Edwards from
Mercy Works was invited to attend a
College Assembly to accept a cheque
from OLMC for $4,500 which was raised
through Mercy Day House activities. He
congratulated the OLMC community on
such an outstanding effort. Below is an
excerpt from his speech:
I am accepting this cheque today on behalf
of all those whose lives will be turned
around and who now have a better future
because of your support for Mercy Works.
To those of you in Clare and Callan
Houses, who raised money for our refugee
programs in the spirit of “Seeking Refuge,”
thank you for helping young refugees like
Istella, who is currently sitting her HSC
exams. Since arriving here only two years
ago, she has been a student in our Mercy
Connect Sydney program at a Sydney
Catholic school. Istella was forced to flee
Iraq with her parents and three brothers
in 2014. Despite these challenges, Istella

recently received an Archbishop’s Award for
Student Excellence.
To those members of McAuley and
Doyle Houses, who raised money for
our Indigenous programs in the spirit of
“Friendship and Home,” thank you for
helping young Aboriginal children like
Jack, whose mother has struggled to find
employment. While she is at a vocational
training course run by our centre, Jack too
can learn by taking part in the “Learning for
our Jarjums Early Childhood Project.”
To those of you in Kavanagh and Stanley
Houses, who raised money for our Papua
New Guinea programs in the spirit of
“Innovation and Excellence,” thank you for
helping young people like Eddie whose
parents died when he was just 13. Alone
and with no other way to support himself,
he turned to crime as his only means of
survival. Eddie heard about our Youth
Empowerment Program and enrolled.
Having completed a course in small
business enterprise, Eddie is now making a
living and is financially independent.
To those members of Callaghan and
Mercedes Houses, who raised money for
our Timor-Leste programs in the spirit of

“New Beginnings,” thank you for helping
Melania, a young teacher. Melania grew up
in Timor-Leste wanting to be a pre-school
teacher, but, without our early childhood
teacher training program at Sacred Heart of
Jesus School, she would not be teaching
today.
Each of you put your Mercy Values into
practice by fundraising on Mercy Day,
making it possible to change the lives of
individuals and communities in Australia,
Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste. That
is Mercy in action.

OLMC
Sustainability
Statement
We will protect the rights of the natural world and make
practical efforts to stem the hurtful effect of climate
change, pollution and the ‘throw away’ mentality.
We are committed to:
• Engaging and building support for sustainability
initiatives through education and training; resources;
leadership; communication and mentoring;
• Integrating social and environmental stewardship
into education programs to empower students
and staff to take personal and collective action to
become responsible environmental citizens;

OLMsCene | 13

• Developing and maintaining processes to ensure
we take responsibility for the management of
our resources and ongoing improvements in
environmental management practices to build
resilience for the future.

France & Switzerland FRENCH, History and Visual Arts Tour

A European Experience
French, History & Visual Arts Tour 2018
In the October school holidays, 28 French, History and Visual Arts students, along with four staff members, travelled to Switzerland and
France to expand their horizons and immerse themselves in the language, culture and history of these two countries.
 After a long flight, we arrived in Switzerland, in the picturesque city of Geneva,
surrounded by the Alps and the Jura Mountains. During our three night stay in Geneva, we
explored many places of history as well as the Gruyeres Cheese Factory and a favourite for
everyone, a Swiss chocolatier. We visited the United Nations headquarters which is the focal
point for multilateral diplomacy, where we came across two OLMC ex-students who are
working at the UN.
Sarah Abood

We then embarked on a coach ride into France, to one of my favourite
places - the city of Nice. Here, we undertook three days of interactive
French lessons and learnt more about the French language. We were
lucky enough to walk through the oldest parts of this gorgeous city, visiting
buildings, cathedrals and cafe’s dating back to the 1600s. In Nice, we tried
our first French crepes. 
Lea Barakat
 On our next stage of the tour, we travelled to Paris on a six-hour TGV trip. In Paris, we did
all the essential sightseeing and attended Mass at the Notre-Dame Cathedral where we were
amazed by the stunning, detailed architecture. Visiting the Eiffel Tower was such a surreal
moment, and a highlight for everyone. Venturing up to the very top of the tower met all of our
expectations as we were able to see over the whole of Paris. A cruise on the River Seine took
us on a scenic ride through Paris and we were able to learn about its history along the way.
Josie Connelly

The City of Paris is certainly not just about the fashion, shopping and
sightseeing: it is a city with a rich history and we learnt a lot about this through
a visit to Marie Antoinette’s prison and other important sites of the French
Revolution. We also visited the Louvre Museum (and saw the famous Mona
Lisa) and the town of Versailles; both were very beautiful. 
Lea Barakat

 After saying “au revoir” to Paris, we travelled north to Amiens, a town on the
Western Front where Australian soldiers fought in World War I. We visited the newly
built Sir John Monash Australian Memorial, an interactive museum about Australian
soldiers on the Western Front. We commemorated our ANZACs with a short service
and by laying a wreath near one of the Australian soldier’s grave. We visited the
Battlefields Le Hamel where there is tranquil, lush vegetation: it is hard to believe
this was once a battlefield and ruins. We visited the Lochnagar Crater from the 1916
Somme Battle, the largest man-made mine crater on the Western Front.
Daphne Fong
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Our last stop was Monet’s Garden in Giverny. As we arrived to “Le Jardin de Claude Monet,”
it was clear to see how the wonderful landscape influenced Claude Monet’s paintings. The
breathtaking garden was a tapestry of colours and beauty with so much diversity.
The tour allowed us to deepen our understanding, to reflect and wonder. We interacted with
local people and experienced the cuisine, language and customs. It has motivated us to
discover more about these countries’ culture and history. 
Kallista Pudun

The MERCY TREE

The Mercy Tree
Record donations help give hope to
Refugees and Asylum Seekers
In September, a cheque for just over $13,000 was presented to the House of Welcome.
This amount was raised through the 2017/2018 Mercy Tree campaign.
The House of Welcome was founded
in 2001 and provides holistic support to
refugees and asylum seekers who are living
in the community with minimal support
options including housing, community
living and family support, a drop-in centre
(including a weekly Foodbank), skill
development courses, and community
connections such as a catering social
enterprise and school holiday programs.
Principal Mr Stephen Walsh says this
result is remarkable: “This is the highest
amount ever raised through a Mercy Tree
campaign and I couldn’t be more proud of
our community. Our students and families
have shown their practical commitment to
the Mercy Values and, undeniably, have
made Mercy a verb! Thank you to all for
your generous donations to this important
cause.”

Donate to the Mercy Tree
To make a donation, please visit
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/mercytree

In September it was announced that the
2018/2019 beneficiary would be Women’s
Community Shelters (WCS). WCS works
with local communities to provide more
safe havens for women (and their children).
They offer vulnerable women at risk of
homelessness or domestic violence shelter,
active case management, support, dignity,
self-esteem and a chance to start anew,
through the establishment, operation and/
or supervision and support of Women’s
Community Shelters and transitional
housing.
Women’s Community Shelters is
currently working to establish and
open a women’s shelter in Parramatta,
which is due to open by mid-2019.
Annabelle Daniel, CEO Women’s
Community Shelters says: “At the heart
of Women’s Community Shelters is our
wish to keep vulnerable women and
their children safe from further harm, and
contribute to their rehabilitation within their
local community.”

Help change lives this Christmas
with a Mercy Tree Christmas
Gift Certificate
By purchasing a Mercy Tree Christmas Gift Certificate this season you
will be helping to change the lives of Parramatta’s most vulnerable women
and children. Funds raised from the Mercy Tree Christmas Gift Certificates
will go to Women’s Community Shelters (WCS).
Once you have purchased your Christmas Gift Certificate, you will be
emailed a receipt and a Gift Certificate for you to email or print as you wish.
Donations are tax deductible.
The person for whom you buy the Gift Certificate will become a custodian of
the Mercy Tree.
Visit www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/mercytreechristmas to purchase your
Christmas Gift Certificate by Wednesday December 19, 2018.
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OLMC alumnae

OLMC
Alumnae
Alumnae Reunions

Alumnae News

Class of 1973 Reunion
On Saturday 23 June, the class of 1973
celebrated their 45th year reunion with Mrs
Barbara Heath and Sister Janet Woods in
attendance.

Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award
The Alumnae Committee has
considered nominations for the 2018
Award which will be announced and
presented at a College Assembly
next year. The story of the 2018
Catherine McAuley Alumnae
Award recipient will be featured in
the Semester 1, 2019 edition of
OLMsCene.
Nominations for the 2019 Award will
be accepted until 30 June 2019. Visit
the College website for details of the
Award Criteria and how to nominate.

Upcoming Reunion
Rebecca Clough (Class of 2006), pictured
above, was selected to be the Vice
Captain of the Australian Women’s
Rugby Wallaroos team when they played
against New Zealand at Allianz Stadium
on 18 August. It was an historic match, as
it was the first time the National Women’s
Rugby team has played before the men’s
Bledisloe Cup. We wish Rebecca all the
best in her future games.

Golden Anniversary: HSC 1969/
School Certificate 1967
A special reunion is planned for September
2019 (date TBC) to celebrate the Class of
1969’s Golden Anniversary of graduating.
All girls who commenced at OLMC in Year
7 in 1964, or attended any year thereafter,
such that they would have graduated
from the College with their HSC in 1969
are invited. The organisers hope to invite
teachers (Sisters and lay teachers) who
taught at the College between 1964 and
1969.
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For more details, please contact
Jennifer Newton (nee Ingrey) via email at
fiftyyearsonolmc64-69@hotmail.com or
via the Facebook page: OLMC Parramatta
1964-1969 50th Reunion (September
2019).

Melanie Silva (Class of 1994), pictured
above, has recently been appointed as
Managing Director of Google Australia
New Zealand. Melanie was profiled in
a 2017 edition of OLMsCene magazine.
Melanie previously worked with Fairfax
Media and investment bank Citi, before
joining Google 11 years ago. She has
most recently been based in Singapore,
as Google APAC’s Managing Director for
Go-to-Market Strategy and Operations.
The College congratulates Melanie on her
new role.

May They
Rest in Peace
The following alumnae were
remembered at the Alumnae Reunion
Day Mass on Sunday 16 September
2018:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Margaret Picone rsm 1949
Marie Dutton (Matthews) 1953
Jennifer Patterson (Andrews) 1957
Julie Rice (Shannon) 1962
Judith Lynch (Burgess) 1963
Gabriella Wehbe 2016

OLMC alumnae

Reunion Day 2018
Milestone Years Celebrated
To commence Reunion Day, Fr Walter
Fogarty welcomed the gathered Alumnae,
celebrating Mass on the altar adorned with
the OLMC symbols and mementos brought
by members of the Milestone Year Groups.
Class of 1958: In this 60th anniversary of
graduation, this group presented the Book
of Memories compiled at the time of their
Golden Jubilee Reunion, the white veil often
worn during retreats and by members of
Church Solidarities and the little book of the
Imitation of Christ which was given to each
Leaving Certificate girl on graduation. On
the inside cover of this copy is a personal
message in Sister Teresa’s calligraphy
which encouraged the student to “open it
up anywhere and get a message for the
day.”
Class of 1968: This group was 40 strong
at Reunion Day and they presented
the College badge and the badges of
Mercedes, McAuley and Clare Houses,
as well as a blue pinafore signed by
classmates on the last day of school. The
pinafore was part of the in-school uniform
until the mid 1970s. Of great interest were
their photos of students and staff, including
several Sisters.
Class of 1978: The brown plaid “Tamo’shanter” was featured alongside the
Misericordia yearbook and a framed
photo of the 1978 debut group taken at
the OLMC Ex-students Annual Ball. Two
classmates who had passed away from
breast cancer were remembered. A statue
of Our Lady was placed with their prayer
asking Mary to watch over all ex-students
in a motherly way.

The majority of the Class of 1988 gathered
on Saturday 15 September for a dinner in
North Sydney, for their reunion. A number
also attended Reunion Day to represent their
Milestone Group.

Class of 1988:The Year 12 jersey was
presented as well as a folder of guitar
music used in liturgies. They also presented
the Graduation Mass Booklet and photos
of the Year 12 class and prefects group.
Class of 2018: The newly elected College
Leaders carried to the altar the new House
Badges, depicting the eight vertically
grouped Houses introduced in 2018 across
Years 7 to 12.

OLMsCene | 17

Sunday 16 September was a double
reunion for the Class of 1968. Forty
members participated in the annual
Reunion Day Mass and luncheon and then
went on to the nearby Novotel Hotel in
Parramatta for dinner.

Diana Rosewell (Hanrahan) from the Diamond
Anniversary Group said the Class of 1958
celebrated a wonderful reunion: “Thank you
to Sister Barbara and all who made it so
enjoyable. What memories from our beloved
Chapel, with the beautiful music! There were
many stories and much laughter shared over
lunch and we were the last to leave! It is
wonderful to reflect on all that OLMC gave
us: a belief and confidence that we could
follow any chosen path. To quote the Prayer of
Intercession from the Mass - we give thanks
for the faith that was enkindled, the friendships
we made, and the fun we had. ”

OLMC alumnae

Reunion Day 2018
Memories Shared
The 2018 Annual Alumnae Mass, lunch and Annual General Meeting were attended by 80 ex-students who had the chance to
reminisce and share memories of their College years.

Boarders from the Class of 1968 included
Clare Jackson from Papua New Guinea,
Helen Soh (Hie) from East Timor and
Christine Moloney from Trundle in the
Central West of NSW. Reflecting on their
boarding experience, they felt that their
bond was like that of a family of sisters and
they very much enjoyed the opportunity to
catch up. Helen talked of her challenges
of starting a new school in an unfamiliar
country, speaking little English and being
unable to swim. She was grateful for the
friendship of the other girls, remembering
the invitation to spend a holiday on
Christine’s family property and she still feels
a strong connection with the College. Diane
Orton (Lynam) experienced boarding at
the College for one term. Although she was
one of the three non-Catholics in her year,
she recalls achieving excellent results in
Religion due to diligent study.
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Boarding school memories collected on
the day included stories about the top floor
verandas on the Villiers Street side of the
College where the boarders’ beds were
lined up against wooden shutters. The
Boarders’ Dining Room, now the College
administration area, brought recollections
of Mother Gonzaga ringing a bell for silence
and giving the instruction that “salt must be
poured rather than sprinkled,” a rule never
forgotten!
The Class of 1968 have standout memories
of wearing the blue pinafore, gloves and
a hat and the preoccupation with skirt
lengths. Hem-lines were regularly checked
by Mother Thecla: the dress had to touch
the ground while kneeling. They also
recalled the Saturday School Tutorials
given by the Sisters and valued these as a
generous educational opportunity.

Alumnae from 1988, Jo Reid, Di Farrell
(McCarthy), Alison Green (Garnett)
and Isabella Mistry (Gutierrez) shared
laughter and memories including the
never-to-be-forgotten Sister Barbara Quinn.
Isabella recalled enjoying her Drama studies
and she went on to teach Music, Drama
and Dance at the College for 12 years.
Until graduation in 1978, Therese Petrie
(O’Neill) and Anna Brinkley (De Paulo)
travelled from Blacktown to the College.
Their strongest memory was the daily
rush for the bus so as not to miss their
train. Therese recounted approaching
Sister Edith and Sister Kathleen with the
suggestion that visiting people in aged care
would be a suitable activity for students.
This eventually led Therese to her career
and passion - working in aged care. Maree
O’Neill (1974) shared an anecdote related
to the signet ring she still wears today. It
was a gift received in Year 6 and every year
while she was at OLMC, Sister Edith would
confiscate it during Week 1, returning it to
her on the last day of the year.
Faith Petrie (2012) attended Reunion
Day with her mother, Therese, and her
classmate, Julia Shipley (2012), and
her sister, Niamh Shipley (2015). These
recent graduates shared a fondness for
College traditions and for the Mother Mary
Clare Dunphy Chapel. While amused
by the recollections of checking uniform
lengths, they all remembered the great
fun of dressing up for sports carnivals. For
Niamh, her strongest memory was of her
involvement in the Drama productions, and
for Faith it was her responsibilities as Head
Girl.

OLMC alumnae

Alumnae Welcome
On 28 July we welcomed Year 12, 2017 back
to their Alma Mater for the second annual
Alumnae Welcome. The girls had the chance
to catch up with friends, speak to their former
teachers and hear some words of advice from
ex-student Nadia Schiavon (Managing Director,
Head of Custody & Funds Services, Australia &
NZ at JPMorgan Chase & Co.) who shared her
career experiences since leaving the College.

Jenny Bellamy (Abrams), Anne Brandt
(Taylor) and Jillian McGrath (Eaton)
from the Class of 1958 all loved tennis.
Their coach was the renowned Vic
Edwards who, in the mid 1960s, became
mentor and coach to Evonne Goolagong.
They remembered Mother Thecla
regularly hosing down the clay courts to
prepare them for play. Sister Eugene was
responsible for organising the girls to attend

matches across Sydney. As many parents
didn’t drive, it took meticulous planning and
knowledge of the weekend public transport
timetable to ensure the girls got to their
competitions. Jenny lived at Beecroft and
there was only one bus home after school
which made tennis practice a problem. The
solution was to board at the College for the
last two years of her schooling.

Jenny Bellamy

Stay connected
with your Alumnae
Association
• Come along to the Annual
Reunion Day in September 2019
and join the festivities to celebrate
130 years of Mercy education in
Parramatta.
• Check the OLMC website
regularly www.olmc.nsw.edu.au.
• Update/Register your details on
the Database:
- Complete the Alumnae
Application Form online on the
College website OR
- Download (PDF), scan and
email the completed form to:
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au

Anna Brandt

Save the Date: 2019 Alumnae Reunion Day
Sunday 22 September, 2019

• Follow OLMC on Facebook
and Twitter:
- facebook.com/olmcparramatta
- twitter.com/OLMCParramatta
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Milestone Year Groups to be remembered next year include
1959, 1969, 1979, 1989, 1999 and 2009.

- Phone the College on 9683
3300 and request that a form
be mailed to you. Post your
completed form to the College.

Applications
close Friday
February 15,
2019.

Mercy Scholarships
OLMC Parramatta is now inviting applications from girls
entering into Year 7 in 2020 for Mercy Scholarships for:

Academic Excellence
Music Excellence
OLMC Parramatta Alumnae
T 9683 3300 E olmc@olmc.nsw.edu.au W www.olmc.nsw.edu.au

