
 

 

 

 

 

2016 DOORKNOCK APPEAL 

More than 1,100 people participated in the 

2016 Doorknock Appeal in Western 

Sydney during August, including staff and 

students from Delany, Oakhill, St 

Columba’s, Gilroy, Our Lady of Mercy, St 

John Paul II, St Andrew’s, St Marks, and 

Caroline Chisholm Colleges.  

They were joined by members and 

volunteers who gave up their time to raise 

money for the less fortunate by 

doorknocking for donations in the local 

community.  

Over $65,000 was raised to support 

people experiencing disadvantage and 

homelessness. 

Susan Goldie, Executive Officer, thanked 

local residents for digging deep and 

making a difference to those experiencing 

disadvantage.  

“We rely on generous donations from our 

communities to enable us to continue our 

good works,” she said. 

“Every year we see an increase in demand 

for assistance over the winter months. 

With energy prices rising and the cost of 

living continuing to put pressure on 

household budgets, more Australian 

families are struggling to make ends 

meet.” 

The funds raised in the Doorknock Appeal 

will provide help with the purchase of food 

and clothing, and go towards utilities, 

housing and healthcare costs along with 

many other vital necessities. 

A JOURNEY THROUGH ART THERAPY 

VOICE OF YOUTH 

The Penrith Cluster Final for the 

Voice of Youth public speaking 

competition was held at Corpus 

Christi Catholic Primary School  in 

Cranebrook.  

Eight passionate young people 

from four different schools spoke 

about pressing social justice issues 

facing our communities. The 

students were judged on their 

thesis statement, language, 

gesture, tone, pitch and overall 

effect.  

Social Justice Manager Anna 

Ashenden was invited to be a 

judge, and she was extremely 

impressed by the quality of all the 

speakers, and their passion for 

addressing such important issues 

as bullying, body image, poverty, 

and war.  

Congratulations to all the 

participants, and good luck to the 

winner  Eden Micallef from St 

Joseph’s Primary in the next round! 

Every week, the Caroline Chisholm Centre for Social Justice’s art therapists look forward 

to working with Doug. At first he used colouring-in pages to express his love for art, enter-

taining himself drawing lines and creating patterns. Over time the art therapists have 

watched his art and confidence grow immensely.  

Ruth Neech, art therapist at Caroline Chisholm, said that because Doug did not use verbal 

communication, they believed that some of his art was coded as a form of language he 

had developed over time. Everyone was thrilled when his art was displayed at the See Me, 

Hear Me Exhibition at Holroyd Council Chambers. All the artworks featured were created 

by people living with a mental illness, enabling them to be seen and heard in the communi-

ty. It also provided the artists an opportunity to share the challenges and joys in their daily 

lives.  

“Doug’s art work was very beautiful and made a very strong impression on the visitors, 

and the Citizen Advocacy Western Sydney purchased a piece for their office,” said Ruth. 

“It is a privilege to work with Doug and a joy to see his work and life expand and deepen. 

We are all very proud of Doug for his amazing achievement, and are honoured to have 

him coming to our Centre.” 

Have a story or 

photos you want 

to share in 

ParraMattas? Get 

in touch today on  

02 8861 9700 
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